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only the believer is tested and trained by trials: “For whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
He receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). The unbeliever is told to: “Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house” (Acts 16:31).

2. (Verses 3&4) The Prayer — The Soul Calmed, Knowing the
Lord will Answer

v. 3. Consider and hear me, O LORD my God; Enlighten my
eyes, Lest I sleep the sleep of death;

v.4. Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed against him"; Lest
those who trouble me rejoice when I am moved.

We are told in Isaiah 59:16 that God was “appalled”
(NRSV) that there was “no intercessor” and that this is the
reason that He provided the marvelous means to approach His
throne by prayer, and the resulting blessing is “therefore His
arm brought salvation unto him; and His righteousness, it sus-
tained him.” Thus crying out to the Lord in our feeble-
ness—owning Him as our only hope, brings forth His power.

Prayer is possible for us all—even for a child, and when
we approach Christ by faith in His Word according to His
will, He becomes the all-sufficiency of the believing soul.
Actually the Lord uses the enemy against us to help us to turn
toward Christ with confidence for deliverance!

David speaks of death as “sleep.” Saints in both the Old
and New Testaments who die are referred to as sleeping (see
John 11:11). This is not sleep of the soul or of the spirit, for
only the body sleeps. However, to the saints in the Old Testa-
ment, death had not yet lost its shadow for Christ had not yet
come to “abolish” it by tasting “death for every man” (He-
brews 2:9). The believer can now proclaim, “O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1
Corinthians 15:55-57).

David asks God to preserve him from death lest his ene-
my claim to have prevailed against him. Of course the Lord
would not allow the enemy to prevail, for God will always
prevail, but if David was moved in any way from the path of
faith, the enemy would rejoice. However, it is God who pre-
serves the child of God from being moved, and this will be
beautifully proven when Israel passes through the Great Tri-
bulation.

3. (Verses 5&6) Realization — Note of Triumph

v. 5. But I have trusted in Your inercy; My heart shall rejoice
in Your salvation. ’

v. 6. I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt bounti-
fully with me.

In order to get to Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,” most Chris-
tians go through the experience of Romans 7: “I know that in
me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: . . . Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:18
and 25). The Psalmist got there in verses 5 & 6. Notice the
tenses: “have,” “shall,” “will,” and “hath.” David thanked the
Lord before he received the answer. This is the proof of faith
in God’s Word and this confidence brings peace in the midst

of trial for he was sure He would deliver.

The prayer of David has its answer in these closing verses
as though it were a resurrection from the dead. His trust in
God’s mercy lifts his heart to rejoice in God’s salvation (v. 5).
Honest prayer will always have this result, and faith is ac-
companied with rejoicing. His joy expresses itself in singing
to the Lord (v. 6) because of His bountiful dealings.

There is nothing but the salvation of God that can enable
His people to joy in the midst of sorrow, and praise in the
midst of trial. No wonder David cried: “Restore unto me the
joy of Thy salvation” (Psalm 51:12). The world has its stoics
who grit their teeth and go on. But that is not Christiani-
ty—which enables one to endure and fills the heart and lips
with “songs in the night” of sorrow (Job 35:10).

May each of us enjoy and rejoice in the Lord irregardless
of circumstances! This is what He provides to those who have
faith in His Word.

Your brother by His matchless grace,

"This Thing Is From Me"
1 Kings 12:24

Fellow-Christian are you burdened,

Wishing for your cares to flee?

Listen to the Saviour saying,—
"This thing is from Me."

Oh, you say, but I've been injured,

And the wound you'li bleeding see.

Hear His voice, yet oh so gently,-
"This thing is from Me."

Maybe sickness is prevailing,

And from pain you're never free;

Still in loving tones He whispers,—
"This thing is from Me."

Look beyond the care or burden

To the hand that touches thee;

Then you'll understand His message,—
"This thing is from Me,”

Then you'll know He wants submission,

And the Spirit's fruit to see;

So He sends the trial and tells thee,—
"This thing is from Me."

—E. L. J.
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