


military leader, nor probably a leader at all; and he great. But as in the case of Gideon, God does not

certainly didn't have the wealth to gather and equip prepare us for the conflict by showing us first the

an army to go against the countless host of Midian. power of the enemy or our own lack of strength. In

But to all such objections, God responded, Ephesians 6:10, we are directed: “Be strong in the

“...Surely, I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite Lord, and in the power of his might." Qur enemy

the Midianites as one man" (v. 16). The issue was may be much stronger than we are, but consider the

not the power of the Midianites, nor that of Gideon, surpassing power that is for us--“greater is He that is

but the surpassing power of God. in you than he that is in the world" (1 John 4:4). The

For what is all the power of the world to God? Lord is on our side, and how encouraging and

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. comforting that is! Our enemy is powerful in the ex-

8:31). In the end, the Lord used Gideon to rout the treme, and we may be relatively weak, but God is

host of Midian with only 300 men armed with horns, greater than this, and he is on our side! We must go

clay pots, and torches. Similarly, the experienced in the strength of the Lord, and not in our own

commander Sisera brought his 900 iron chariots strength (“I can do all things through Christ which

against Barak who had only inexperienced, lightly strengtheneth me," Phil. 4:13.) Are you discouraged

armed men; but we read, “the starsin their courses and frightened just now? Cheer up and look up!

fought against Sisera (Judges 5:2O)," and he and “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver

his chariots were swept away. Jonathan, In 1 Sam. thee, and thou shalt glorify me," (Psalm 50:15).

14, took only his armor bearer with him when he at-

tacked and defeated a group of 20 Philistines say- Isaiah 43:2 When thou passest through the

ing, “come and let us go over unto the garrison of waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers,

these uncircumcised; it may be that the LORD will they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest

WOFK fer U8. fer there ie I10 restraint t0 the LORD t0 through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither

Save by many 0" bl! few" (V- 6)- shall the flame kindle upon thee.
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and blood, but against principalities, against powers, .

against the rulers of the darkness of this world,

against spiritual wickedness in high places," (Ephe-
sians 6:12). ‘

The power that is arrayed against us is very r


