cjoice as well




the Lord die, and there was no doubt in any of their
minds that He was actually dead. I believe their eyes
rested heavily on all they had seen, rather than on what
the Lord Jesus had told them.

Now, it was the third day since these things had
"happened, and the disciples had gathered in the upper
room, locking the doors for fear of the Jews. There,
without going through the door, the Lord appeared to
them suddenly and reassured them that He was in fact
alive from the dead, just as they should have expected.
But Thomas was not with the company on this occasion.
When the disciples later told him that they had seen the
Lord, Thomas just could not bring himself to believe.
Those images from Calvary were so strong in his mem-
ory. We read his words in verse 25, “The other disciples
therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But he
said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of

the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and .

thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.” Some-
times what we see with our eyes seems very real—more
real than it should, given the reality of God’s Word. Oh,
for the eyes of faith!

A week later in that same upper room, Thomas had
the opportunity to see the Lord with his own eyes. We
read in verse 27, “Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but
believing.” In a moment of time, I believe that Thomas’
doubts vanished as he beheld and perhaps handled his
Lord. He could now appreciate with his own senses the
reality of what His Lord had told him before Calvary—
He had been dead, but now He was alive again, just as He
had said. He was alive from the dead, and the truth of this
could not be denied. And, if this was true then the words
of the Lord had all been true—everything that He had
said! He was the Christ, the Lord, and all things were
different now! Oh the joy that must have rushed through
the heart of Thomas! But we hear the words of the Lord
in verse 29, “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou
hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed.”

What an exciting and deeply moving thing it is when
we see the truth of God’s Word revealed to us in a very
tangible way; but it is better far to have that faith that ac-
cepts what God has said in His Word, simply because He
has said it! How blessed is the child of God who takes
God at His word, despite the so-called realities that seem
to be all around. I believe that King David gives us a
good example of taking God at His word in Psalm 3. At
a time when David was surrounded by enemies on every
hand, and those enemies being led by his own son, David
might have had cause to be concerned looking at the
situation with his own eyes. Yet his eyes did not remain
on what was so clearly evident all around him; but rather
looked above to the One who, though unseen, was fully
in control of the situation. In Psalm 3:3, we read, “But

thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the
lifter up of mine head.” Sometimes when it seems that
enemies are all around us on every side, and that our way
is threatened at every turn, we must do like David and
change our perspective by looking up! To focus on what
we see with the eyes of the flesh is frightening; but that is
all swept away when we focus on Him who is our shield,
a perfect protection from any enemy; He is our glory too,
and the lifter of our heads. Finally, remember verse 8,
“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD...” That is much to
consider for the child of God!

My dear friends, as you read my words, are the “re-
alities” of this life pressing in on you and causing you to
worry? If you are one of His children, you can change
your perspective and look up with the eyes of faith. Re-
member the words in Hebrews 13:5, “Let your conversa-
tion be without covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.” Despite the outward appearances, we
have His word that we will never have to face the grim,
so called realities alone.

Now, do you believe that the Lord Jesus is alive and
that He is the Christ? If you do not, then you will not
find much comfort in these words. But just consider the
appeal of the Spirit of God written for you in John
20:30,31, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book: But these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.” You have the author-
ity of God’s Word that Jesus is alive. Will you believe?
The person who believes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God has life through His name. Thomas would only
believe what he could see with his own eyes. But blessed
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Do you believe? This same Lord Jesus is alive to-
day and seated in glory, but He longs to hear your prayers
and provide for your needs. He loves you so much that
He once came into this world to die for you and open up
the gates of Heaven if you will but believe on Him—*“For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.)

Much love through Christ,

Steven §. Faullbner
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