


son to Jesus for healing, but Jesus had been away
on that mountain. So, the father had tried to get the
disciples to cast out the demon, but they had failed.
As hope was fading in this heartsick father, the Lord
Jesus Himself had come on the scene. Hence the
father's excitement as he spilled out his tragic story
(verses 17-22).

Can you identify with this father? If you've
ever had a critically sick child, I'm sure that you can
relate to his desperate tones. When a loved one
was hurting or in danger, did you ever feel that the
Lord seemed far away? You prayed with all your
heart, but nothing seemed to happen, and you
asked yourself, "why does the Lord not act? Does
He not hear me? Does He not realize?" To this dis-
traught father, the love and power of the Savior
must have seemed very far away. The father's heart
is revealed as he blurts out (verse 22), "...but if thou
canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and
help us." If Thou canst do anything? Did this father
realize who he was talking to? Like the entire crowd,
| think this man sensed that Jesus could help, and
this is why he and the entire throng had run to Jesus
with such excitement when they saw Him coming.
But Jesus had seemed so far away when the father
had first sought His help, and even now, things were
not happening quickly; perhaps the man was begin-
ning to feel that the Lord was not willing to help. The
desperation in his heart was growing as the emer-
gency of the moment seemed to climax. The Lord
Jesus responded, "If thou canst believe, all things
are possible to him that believeth" (verse 23). At this
point, the man cried out with tears of desperation in
words that touch our souls, "Lord, | believe; help
thou mine unbelief."

These seem to be desperate words, but they
are honest. This is where the rubber meets the road
for many of us, isn't it? We know that the just shall
live by faith, and we truly desire that but the realities
of the world sometimes seem very threatening to
our senses. And yet it is at just these times when
faith would have us call upon the name of the Lord
(Psalm 50: 15, "and call upon me in the day of trou-
ble: | will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.")
Once when the disciples were on a stormy sea,
shortly after the feeding of the five thousand (Mat-
thew 14:22-33), the Lord Jesus was again on a high
hill far away from them. He was praying for them
while others slept. But it must have seemed to the
disciples that He, being so far away, didn't know
their peril—yet He came to them in their hour of
need in the fourth watch of the night and calmed the
sea.

Another time (Luke 24: 13-35), there were two
disciples on the road to Emmaus, and they were
troubled deeply about all that had happened in Je-
rusalem concerning the trial and crucifixion of the
Lord. Perhaps they felt alone, and that the heavi-
ness of their hearts was only known between them
as they walked along. Yet it was the Lord Jesus
Himself who knew their thoughts and came to them
and walked with them at just such a time, opening
the scriptures and comforting their hearts. Our Lord
Jesus may be above in the glory with the Father
right now, but He is the same Lord Jesus who com-
forted and cared for His disciples when walking in
this scene. Though He is in glory, He knows the
cares and needs of His own, and He hears our cries
and sees every tear.

Well, the heart of this despairing father was re-
joiced in the healing of his son, and faith was
strengthened this day (verses 25-27). But what
about the disciples? They had tried to heal this boy
on their-own but had failed Now they wondered,
asking the-Lord why they couldn’t cast out the foul
spirit. Have you ever experienced that kind of let
down? Perhaps in faith, you set out to do great
things for the Lord, only to see nothing come of your
efforts. The words of the Lord in verse 29 might re-
mind us where our power really is, "And he said
unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but
by prayer and fasting.” Let us be constantly before
the Lord in prayer, seeking His power and not trust-
ing in ourselves. Prayer is the sign of dependence
on the Lord, and it should be the constant and evi-
dent characteristic of the people of God. "Pray with-
out ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Phil. 4: 6,7: “Be careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto-God. And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Je-
sus.”

Much love in Christ,

Steven Faulbner
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