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means God used in getting the attention of wayward according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Do we
kings and peoples such as King Ahab and those stand on this promise? The one who was used to
who followed in the worship of Baal. In this notable give us these words for our encouragement could
example we read, “Elias (Elijah) was a man subject attest to their reality through a multitude of trials,
to like passions as we are, and he prayed eamestly which the Lord brought him through.

that it might net tat": and tt tathed net “pen the Reflecting on God’s reluctance to bring affliction
earth by the space of three years and six months” upon the Chdren of men, and knowing that “God

(James 5317) so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Following thecontest between the priests of Baal, Son” (John 3:16), how can we help but feel His sor-

and Elijah to see whose God would answer by fire row when having to send any form or intensity of
on the representative sacrifice offered, and the con- judgment or chastening upon those whom His
verted idolaters response, “The Lord, he is the God; hands have created.

the t-ere’ he ts the Gee" (1Kth95 18139)» we See the One special rain showing God’s willingness to
t-etd w°"kth9 th eh ettemete weY- “Ahd he (EH35) bless took place six days a week for forty years as
prayed e9eth- ehd the heave" 9e"e teth~ ehd the the children of Israel joumeyed through the wilder-
eetth hteught tetth her ttutt” (James 5318) ness. “Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, l will

Are we to leam something from the increasing se- rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall
verity of the storms, torrential rains and other distur- go outiand gather a certain rate every day, that I

bances of the earth in this present day, or are we to may prove them, whether they will walk in my law or
just consider them as rampages of nature? While I no" (Ex 16:4).

d°h't bet'eYe them t° be eete °t ltjegmehf Yet they Paul, the apostle, in seeking to turn the idolaters in
are the voice of Ciod, giving warning to, Flee fF°m Lystra to the living God, referred to His acts of crea-
the wrath t° eeme (Luke 357) tion, adding, "Who in times past suffered all nations

Along with the warning, “Because there is wrath, to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless he left not
beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: (Job himself without witness, in that he did good, and
36:18), Elihu explained to Job God's purposes be- gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, fill-
hind rain. “He causeth it to come, whether for cor- ing our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts
rection, or for his land, or for mercy" (Job_37:13). 14:16,17), So rain can be an evidence of His pro-

Our Lord took this a step further when instructing ' "'d'h9 eate-
His own to pray for and do good to their enemies May these thoughts serve to bring out that the rain
and those who despitefully used them, “That ye may does have a Father, Who is in complete control,
be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for and, ‘Who worketh all things after the counsel of his
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the own wil|" (Eph. 1:11).
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust
(Matt.5:45). Shouldn’t the impartiality with which .

God dispenses two of life's needs in grace and Séewme/‘heme’
mercy, draw out the heart of man to Himself? Séamm af we need.-

lf you are one who has been hit by the ravages of 5 5 _ 5 .

the storms I would surely extend my sympathy to 7”‘ we M ‘“'e5“z"'9'
you in your distress and set before you these words, 3“; /M ;4¢ ¢4¢qw;¢ M
“For the Lord will not cast off forever: but though he
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according
to the multitude of his mercies. For he doth rzclit af- Sjngej-e|y, your rainy day friend_

flict willin l nor rieve the children of men” am.
s;31-3s).gy 9 .£e¢(¢'e 1 Wéntew

How easy it is when touched by a storm calamity
to question, ‘Why did this happen» to me? or, ‘What For address correction or free new name addition,
is God seeking to teach me?” Theseare good ques- ’ write to:

tions if asked sincerely and not with a complaining '

spirit. Nothing happens to the believer by chance, .

“And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called


