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Isaiah was one who may have had a blinding
hero, for he writes, “In the year that king Uzziah died
| saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up, and his train filled the temple.” (Isa.6:1). Per-
haps during the king'’s lifetime his acts had occupied
our subject’s attention and so it wasn't until he (Uz-
ziah) was removed that Isaiah could be reached.
The spectacular vision truly opened his eyes and
humbled him before the Lord, preparing him for the
next step. His ears were open and he says, “Also |
heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall |
send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am
I, send me. And he said Go, and tell this peo-
ple..."(Isa.6 & 8a). Some of his messages are pre-
dictions of our Lord’s birth, and also His sufferings
and death.

Not every one of God’s couriers responded to
His errand willingly. “Now the word of the Lord
came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for
their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah
rose up to flee unto Tarsish from the presence of the
Lord.”(Jonah 1:1 & 2).

We know how the Lord reached His wayward
messenger and stopped his flight through a great
storm, and a great fish. Think of the wonderful
words expressed by Jonah, while submerged and in
the belly of the special fish, “Salvation is of the Lord”
(Jonah 2:10).

“And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the
second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that
great city, and preach unto it the preaching that | bid
thee. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh” (Jo-
nah 3:1-3a). The message was received with much
repentance, God's display of judgment averted, but
the prophet was displeased because his prophecy
did not come to pass because of God’s mercy.

Jeremiah was one whom the Lord told, “Before
| formed thee in the belly | knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee,
and | ordained thee a prophet unto the na-
tions”(Jer.1:5). Some prophets had one message to
deliver, while others such as Jeremiah had a variety
over the space of a lifetime of service. Of himself as
well as of others he could say, “And the Lord hath
sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising
early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened,
nor inclined your ear to hear” (Jer.25:4). What a
testimony to God’'s longsuffering in dealing with
those He loves.

Malachi, the last of the O.T. prophets intro-
duces our next messenger with the promise, “Be-
hold, | will send my messenger, and he shall pre-
pare the way before me” (Mal.3:1). In the Gospel of
John we read, “There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. The same came for a wit-
ness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men
through him might believe” (John 1:6 & 7).

We have come to the Divine Messenger from
God, the Lord Jesus Christ. “For God sent not his
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17).
From the lips of Jesus we have the message He
was to proclaim, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life” (John 5:24). “Jesus answered and said unto
them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on
him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). “For | have
not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me,
he gave me a commandment, what | should say,
and what | should speak” (John 12:49).

Our Lord’s crucifixion did not put an end to
God's interest in mankind, but ere the Lord’s ascen-
sion He commissioned eleven messengers with
these words, “But ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Ju-
dea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

One last courier, Saul of Tarsus, renamed Paul.
The marvelous grace of God stopped this man in his
course of persecuting the Christians of his day and
turned him into a devoted believer. After the Lord
had brought him to his knees and identified Himself,
Saul asked, “Lord what wilt thou have me to do”
(Acts9:6). The Lord’s answer to this was first heard
by Ananias in the words, “He is a chosen vessel
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and
kings, and the children of Israel.” (Acts 9:15).

Thus the knowledge of God's loving concern
has been spread abroad over the face of the earth
by those who have responded to the call of God.

In His service,
Lestie L. Wintens

The Father sent the Son
A ruined world to save;
Man meted to the Sinless One
The cross—the grave:
Blest Substitute from God!
Wrath's awful cup He drained,
Laid down His life, and e’en the tomb’s

Reproach sustained.
—H. K. Burlingham
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