e”, and there
in this

ower to Him is given




love to the Corinthians, in spite of the reservations
he may have had of the results, “And | will very
gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more
abundantly | love you, the less | be loved” (2Cor.
13:15). This servant of the Lord was no fair weather
friend, but carried out the description found in Prov.

17:17, that, “A friend loveth at all times.” Now, if this .
friend had a genetic relation, so much the better for, )

“A brother is born for adversity.” | don’'t mean a
sparing partner, as a man | worked with considered
his brother when they were growing up.

Most people like to have friends and, “A man that
hath friends must show himself friendly” (Prov.
18:24), but in making close friends we need to
consider the effect they might have on our lives. No
doubt you have heard the couplet: Birds of a
feather__Flock together, but sometimes we might
get into the wrong crowd and have to suffer for it.
“He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a
...companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Prov.
13:20). May we each who are believers be able to
say with the Psalmist, “l am a companion of all them
that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts”
(Ps. 119:63).

Not only may our friends have an effect upon our
lives and how we might think, but also our
relationship with God. The question is asked,
“Know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God” (James 4:4)?

Think or our early parents, how God would come
to the Garden and walk with them until they started
to hob-nob with Satan, and, as a result sin entered
into the world; the intimate relationship was ended.
“Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the
garden of Eden” (Gen. 3:23).

On the other hand, we find in the prayer of
Jehoshaphat these words, “Art not thou our God,
who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land
before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of
Abraham thy friend for ever” (2 Chron. 20:7)? This
closeness is further revealed by these words, “And
the Lord said, Shall | hide from Abraham that thing
which | do...For | know him” (Gen. 18:17 & 19a)?
Think or the honor shown to sinful man, to be
cherished as a friend of God.

In spite of the intimate relationship being broken
by sin entering into the world, God wanted to
reestablish this relationship, thus we read in His
word, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). “So” is such a little word that it is hard to
comprehend the depth of love it expresses, until we
come to the greatest gift that could be given.

While instructing His disciples, Jesus spoke these
words, “This is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as | have loved you. Greater love hath no

man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever |
command you” (John 15:12-14). How little at the
time the twelve entered into the words, "As | have
loved you,” but in a short time they saw by example

- the depth of His love manifested by the cross.

May we each one have the desire to be known as

~ afriend of God.

Sincere love in the friendship of Christ,

Leslie L. Wintens

“And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he
still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave
good heed, and sought out, and set in order many
proverbs. The preacher sought to find out
acceptable words: and that which was written was
upright, even words of truth. The words of the wise
are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters
of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd”
(Eccl. 12:9-11).

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayert
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble any where?

We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?

Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?

Precious Saviour, still our refuge___
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;

In His arms He'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

---Charles C. Converse
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