I cuts down




God's word is like a hammer,
That breaketh the rock in twain;
A lamp to guide our footsteps
And a light on the stormy main;
A sword that has two edges
And a mirror ourselves to see
Oh yes this is the book of books’
The B-l-b-l-e.

Jesus said to Peter in Matt. 16:17, “Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven. And | say also unto thee, That
thou art Peter; and upon this rock / will build my Church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." The Apostle Peter
refers to this in the second chapter of his first epistle, when he
says, “To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed in-
deed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as liv-
ing stones [same words], are built up” 1Pet.2:5__C.J.Davis

“All who believe are partakers of His risen, victorious, rock life.
The life of Christ, the Son of the living God, flows through all His
members, and through each in particular. Thus we have the
living God, the living Stone, and living stones. It is all life to-
gether-life flowing down from a living source, through a living
channel, and imparting itself to all believers, thus making them
living stones.” The life of the living Stone, tried and tested in
every possible way, come forth victorious, will never pass that
way again. He has passed through death and judgment. He
had gone down under all the waves and billows of divine wrath,
and come forth, at the other side, in resurrection, in divine glory
and power-a life victorious, heavenly, and divine, beyond reach
of all powers of darkness.

“There is (for the believer) no power of earth, hell, men or
devils, that can possible touch the life which is possessed by
the very smallest and most insignificant stone in Christ's as-
sembly. All believers are built upon the living Stone, Christ;
thus constituted Jiving stones; He makes them like Himself in
every respect save in His incommunicable Deity. Is He a living
Stone? Believers are living stones. |s He a precious stone?
They are precious stones. Is He a rejected Stone? They are
rejected stones—rejected, disallowed of men. They are in every
respect identified with Him. Ineffable privilege!!

“This is the solid foundation of the Christian priesthood of all
believers. Before offering up spiritual sacrifices, one must come
to Christ in simple faith, being built on Him as the foundation of
the whole spiritual building. It is contained in Scripture, “Behold,
| fay in Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious; and he that
believeth in Him shall not be confounded, Isa.28:16; 1 Pet.2:6.
“We are not called to assist in laying the foundation-that foun-
dation is Christ. God laid it, we beijeve it and rest thereon. He
is faithful and we shail never be confounded; never ashamed.
Never come into judgment (Jn.5:24).Free of guilt and condem-
nation as that living Rock on whom all who believe are buiit.
Are you, believer, satisfied with God's foundation??

Are you seeking to add your own works, prayers, ordinances,
vows, resolutions, religious duties? If so you are seeking to add
jots and tittles to God's Christ. You may be assured you will be
confounded!! God suffers not such dishonor to be offered to
His tried, elect, precious chief—corner Stone.

“Let’s look at the superstructure. “To whom coming as unto a
living stone ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ac-
ceptable to God by Jesus Christ, 1 Pet.2:5. All believers are
holy priests; through grace made priests, and such the moment
we believed, being born of God; privileged to draw nigh and
offer priestly sacrifices. We are to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ—"By Him therefore let us
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually.,—the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to His name.”, Heb.13:15.This is the true
character of sacrifice holy priests offer to God. Not alone when
the current of worship abounds, but it is, “praise continually.

“Believers walk in the sunlight of the divine presence, new
creation, where is aught for a discontented mind to feed upon.
Fixed principle. When one hears one pouring out a string of
complaints about circumstances and about neighbors, such is
not realizing the place of holy priesthood, consequentialiy , not
exhibiting ones practical fruits. The believer, though tried 1000
times, brings his trials to God in communion, not to his fellow-
man in complaining. “Hallelujahl!”—the proper utterance of the
very feeblest member of the Christian priesthood.

“The Apostle continues—"But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood...that ye should show forth the virtues of Him
who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light,
1Pet.2:9, completing the picture of Christian priesthood. Holy
priests draw nigh to God, presenting the sacrifice of praise.
Royal priests go forth among their fellow-men in the details of
practical daily life, showing forth the graces; the lovely, moral
features of Christ; emitting the fragrance of the grace of Christ,
showing forth His virtue, this alone becoming of the royal priest-
hood. Our own ease, interest, enjoyment, seeking ones own
ends, caring about ones own things, is not a royal priest at all.
Christ never did so; believers are called to show forth His virtue.

“He grants to His own in this time of His absence to anticipate
the day when He shall come forth as a Royal Priest, and sit
upon His throne, Zech. 6:13, and send forih the benign infiu-
ence of His dominion to the ends of the earth...

“The actings of the royal priest are not confined to giving of
finances alone. Peter, on one occasion, said without shame,
“Silver and gold have | none"; yet upon that moment was acting
as a royal priest, by bringing the precious virtue of the name of
Jesus to bear on the impotent man, Acts 3. The blessed Master
Himself never possessed a penny, but He went about doing
good; nor need we money to do so. Yet discernment is needed,
for we do not want to take others off the ground of honest in-
dustry, making them dependent upon human aims. What riches
are required to speak kindly, drop a tear of sympathy, give
soothing, genial looks?

“Here is a vivid illustration, Acts 16:34—Paul and Silas were
thrust into a prison's innermost depths; backs covered with
stripes; feet fast in stocks; in the darkness of the midnight hour.
No complaint, but praise. Here were two really “living stones”,
and nothing that earth or hell could do could hinder the life that
was in them expressing itself in its proper accents. They were
‘partakers’ of the rock life, the victorious, resurrection life of
Christ, employing themselves as holy priests offering the
spiritual sacrifices of praise to God. They were really in trying
circumstances; but they were as living stones and holy priests;
they had “the virtues of Him who had called them out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light.”

“Those ‘virtues’ shone out in the touching words addressed to
the jailer, "Do thyself no harm”, the accents of a royal priest,
just as the song of praise was the voice of a holy priest. The
voices of the holy priests went directly up to the throne of God
and did their work there; and the words of the royal priests
went directly to the jailer's hard heart and did their work there.
God was glorified and the jailer saved by two men rightly dis-
charging the functions of “the Christian priesthood.” —By,
C.J.Davis, from his book, Present Truth for Christian Life, Wor-
ship, and Service. (Condensed to fit the “On Eagles’ Wings”
page for this issue. )

“Except the Lord build the house, in vain do its builders
labour in it;" (Psalm 127:1 J.N.D.).
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