


tle sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands
to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that trav-
elleth; and thy want as an armed man.”, Prov.24:33-
34. “He that gathereth in summer is a wuse son: but
he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth
shame.”, Prov.10:5. :

Our word is first used in Gen. 2 21 when the Mas-_ ~ |
ter Surgeon performed a painless - procedure on

Adam to provide material from which to form'Eve.
“And the Lord God cause a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept, and he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh in stead thereof.” Doesn't this
remind us of the deep sleep of death the Lord Jesus
fell into that He might win for Himself a bride?

Is your sleep filled with dreams? Pleasant ones |
hope. Solomon concluded that, “A dream cometh
through the multitude of business”, Eccl.5:3, while
Elihu told Job, “For God speaketh once, yea twice,

yet man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a vision of

the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in
slumberings upon the bed; Then he openeth the
ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, that he
may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride
from man” (Job 33:14 —-16).

Before the coming of the Holy Spirit, or the com-
pletion of God’s word, He at times spoke to various
people through dreams or visions. For example, Jo-
seph’s dream that .his family would bow down to
him, or.Pharohs dream indicating years of plenty
and years of famine.

The inspired Word contains notable examples of
insomnia experienced by two kings. King Ahasu-
erus had been spared assassination through the
faithfulness of a despised man__Mordecai. No
honor had been shown that man, and after a busy
day, the king sought his rest, but, “On that night
could not the king sleep, and he commanded to
bring the book of records of the chronicles, and they
were read before the king.”, Esther 6:1.

While Daniel spent a night of safety in the lions
den, “the king (Darius) went to his palace, and
passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of
musick brought before him: and his sleep went from
him.”, Daniel 6:18.

Now that we’ve got Daniel safely out of the lions’
den, are you wide-awake and ready for some spiri-
tual thoughts concerning sleep, and the lack of it.
Something we need to be aware of first of all is the,
“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
etemal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”,
‘Rom.6:23. So many are withouit concem for their
souls, so the waming is given, “Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light”, Eph.5:14.

Having responded to the wake-up call for salva-
tion, don’t settle back thinking that’s all there is to it,
for God expects growth of His children of faith, so
we have this stentorian call, “Be not deceived: evil
communications corrupt good manners. Awake to
righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God®, 1 Cor.15:34. Confirming our
growth« prospects we have ‘this' exhortation, "But
grow in grace; and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ’, 2  Pet.3:18. Acquaintance
with the Bible, the Word of God, is the rutritional
source for our spiritual growth.

The Psalmist in 119:147-148 says, ‘I prevented
the dawning of the moming, and cried: | hoped in
thy word. Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that
| might meditate in thy word.” Here is one who is
willing to rise up early, to sit up late, to feed on
God’'s Word. What an example for us. A compara-
ble expression is found in Job 23:12, ‘I have es-
teemed the words of his mouth more than my nec-
essary food.”

The prospect of one day being translated to heaven is
set before us as believers, but “Hope deferred maketh
the heart sick”, Prov.13:12. So as the waiting time for
this event is extended we tend to lose sight of it and let
down our guard and become careless of our lifestyle.
Therefore, “Knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed.”, Rom.13:11. The upshot of this
waming is-to-have us, “Put ye on the:Lord Jesus Christ,

and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts

thereof:, Rom.13:14.

Don't be caught, “asleep at the switch.” “But sanctify
the Lord God. in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear”, 1 Pet.3:15.

Rest in Him,
Leslie L. Wintens
Thou, too, shalt reign__He will not wear
His crown of joy alone!
And earth His royal Bride shall see
Beside Him on the throne.
Then weep no more! “tis all thine own
His crown, His joy divine,
And sweeter far than all beside,
He, He Himself, is thine.
—Sir Edward Denny.
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