ance, before, in and
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heart. How good it is when we can sing praises to
the Lord while we are going through trying times.
Not only will David praise the Lord but he also
is going to make his boast in the Lord. He wants to
magnify the Lord and exalt His Name. That was the
Apostle Paul's desire also. He wrote from a prison
“so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death.” Phil.1 :20. Mary

also said: "My soul doth magnify the Lord.” How do * |
we magnify the Lord? - Only by the way. we live and

by what we say and how we react to problems and
difficulties. The apostle Paul said, “For to me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.” Phil. 1:21. May that be
our desire and our prayer for this year of 2005.

In verse 4 David writes: "I sought the Lord and
He delivered me from all my fears.” Do you, dear
reader, have any fears? David certainly did and |
believe that most of us, including myself, have expe-
rienced fears at one time or another. Like David
experienced we too can be delivered from all fear.
One verse that has always been a great comfort to
me and many others is found in Isaiah 41:13. There
the Lord says to us: "For |, the Lord thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee “Fear not;
I will help thee.” If God is going to hold my right
hand why should | be afraid? Again David writes:
“This poor man cried and the Lord heard him and
delivered him out of all his troubles.” Notice: it is
not from all his troubles but out of them. The Lord
Jesus also reminded us that “in the world ye shall
have tribulation; but be of good cheer | have over-
come the world.” John 16:33. David continues to
write: “O taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed is the man that trusts in Him.” In verse 9
and 10 we are reminded that our God will supply our
every need. This reminds us of what the apostle
Paul wrote while he was in prison, “But my God
shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19. (| re-
member my parents saying, “Not our greed but our
need) In verse 11 we are reminded of the need of
instruction in the fear of the Lord, “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Psalm 111:10.
This is a godly fear that motivates us to do what is
pleasing in His sight. In verse 12-14 we find the
pathway for blessing in our lives. We are to keep
our tongue from evil and our lips from speaking de-
ceitfully. Our prayer should be : “Set a watch, O
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.”
Psalm 141:3. In this pathway of blessing we are
told to depart from evil; and do good seek peace
and pursue it.”

In verses 15-20 we are reminded that the Lord’s
eyes are always upon us and that His ears are al-
ways upon us open to hear our cries. In verse 17
we are assured for the second time in this psalm
that the Lord will deliver us out of all our troubles.

Then we read these wonderful words: “The Lord is
near unto them that are of a broken heart; and
saves such as be of a contrite spirit.” How good
it is to know that the Lord will draw near to us when
we pass through deep waters and the trials of the
way seem more than we can bear. David writes in
Psalm 51 these words. "‘The sacrifices of God are
a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God

Thou wilt not despise.” | believe that all of us would

agree that it is when we go through various trials in
our lives that we can experience in a wonderful way
the reality of the Lord's presence with us. “Who
passing through the valley of Baca make it a well.”
The valley of Baca is a place of sorrow and humilia-
tion, but one of blessing also. With some of us this
valley may be the loss of that which is the nearest to
our hearts, or the thwarting of the will—something
that will humble us; but it is a place of blessing. We
get more refreshing from the painful than the pleas-
ant things. The refreshment and the blessing come
from that which has pained us, humbled us, emptied
us of self.” JND

May the Lord use the words of this beautiful
Psalm to encourage and strengthen each of us as
we wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus.

in His wonderful love,

Goten D. MHcHed

How to be rid of the burden of sin, indwelling sin? The
answer is that God condemned sin in Him who was sent in the
likeness of flesh of sin; but as a sacrifice for sin. To faith sin is
as completely annulled as our sins---both righteously, but in
grace, both by Him who for both suffered at God’s hand that
we might be delivered and know our deliverance now by the
faith of Jesus Christ our Lord.

The sacrifice of Christ is the ground of our cmancipation
by the Spirit of life from the law of sin and death, as it is in
order to a holy walk. Its infinite blessing is for us in both
standing and walk. The law dealt with the old nature, the flesh.
exposing its sinful character, but weak through it. The Spirit
strengthens the new nature; and thus the believer, feeding on
the word, walks accordingly, loving God and his neighbor.

Those who are in Christ walk according to the Spirit. If
they were afier flesh, the mind and affection would be on the
things of the flesh. Source, character, and conduct go together..
“that which is born of the flesh is flesh”---“Whosoever drinketh
of this water shall thirst again. “That which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.”-—“but whosoever drinketh of the water that I
[Christ] shall give him shali never thirst: but the water that 1
shall give him shall be in him a well of water, springing up into
everlasting life.” —William Kelly

For address correction or free new name addition,

write to:

Leslie L. Winters or Christine Albury




