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advanced ages. Suffering these unwanted and often times
crippling changes in our bodies can lead to discourage-
ment and questioning of God’s love and motives, if one is
not acquaintcd with Him and His Son.

The Biblc records the incident of an old timer who
aficr suffering some catastrophic trials with complaint
about God’s dcaling with him was advised; “Acquaint
now thysclf with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall
comc unto thce™ (Job 11:21). What peace that passeth
undcrstanding God can give to thosc who know and trust
Him though Hc might choose to deliver through rather
than from trials! Sooncr better than later to take this
step, for, “It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his
youth” (Lam. 3:27).

What docs this yoke consist of? Jesus said, “Take
my yokc upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in hcart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls”
(Matt. 11:29). A yoke might serve to make it easier to
bcar a burden by distributing the load, or it might link
two burden bcarcrs together. Being linked to the Lord
Jesus brings us into relationship with a Friend that stick-
cth closcr than a brother, and One Who will help us bear
the trials, disappointments and frustrations of life, which
charactcrize the evil days.

The following are some of the bodily effects of ag-
ing found in Eccl. 12, and some countering truths for the
belicver.

1.”Keepers of the house shall tremble” v.3 (hands &
arms)
“Lift up thc hands which hang down” (Heb. 12:12).
“The Lord’s hand is not shortencd” (Isa. 59:1)
“Bchold my hands” Luke 24:39.

2.”Strong men shall bow themselves” v.3 (legs &
thighs)

“Every knce shall bow to me” (Rom. 14:11)

“I bow my knces unto the Father” (Eph. 3:14)

“At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow”

(Phil. 2:10)

3.”Grinders cease because they are few” v.3 (teeth)
“There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”

(Matt. 8:12)
“Mcditatc upon these things” (1 Tim. 4:15)
“Thy tecth arc like a flock of sheep™ (S of S 4:2)

4.”Those that look out of windows” v.3 (eyes)

“Unto them that look for him” (Heb.9:28)
“Looking unto Jesus™ (Heb.12:2)
“Looking for thc mercy” (Jude 21)
“Eyc hath not scen” (1Cor.2:9)

5.”Doors shall be shut in the streets” v.4 (ears)
“Hc that hcarcth my word” (John 5:24)
“By my voicc I might teach others™ (1 Cor. 14:19)
“With the voice of the archangel” (1 Thes. 4:16)
“Today if ye will hear his voice” (Heb. 3:8)
6.”The almond tree shall flourish” v.5 (white hair)
“The very hairs of your head are all numbered”

(Luke 12:7)

“The hoary head is a crown of glory” (Prov. 16:31)
“Thou canst not make one hair whitc or black™
(Matt. 5:36)

7.”Desire shall fail” v.5 (appetites diminish or cease)
“O taste and see-that the Lord is good” (Ps.34:8)
“Take no thought for your life, what yc shall cat”
(Matt.6: 25)

“If any man eat of this bread, he shall live for cver”
(John 6:51)
To him that over cometh will I give to cat of thc
tree of life” (Rev.2:7)

These trials, though they might come as thoms in our
flesh, set us up to discover that, “He giveth more gracc™
(James 4:6), and, “That all things work together for good
to them that love God” (Rom. 8:18). Being, “Kcpt by the
power of God through faith... Wherein ye greatly rcjoicc,
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heavincss
through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of gold that pcrishcth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praisc
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” (1
Peter 1:6,7). May we, as Gideon’s men, procecd on our
heavenly way, “Faint yet pursuing” (Judges 8:4).

With love from an oldster in Christ,

Ledlie L. Weniernsl

New Year

O, year by year we well may be
Deep exercised in soul to see
Just what is chaff and what is wheat,
As valued at the judgment seat!

Look DOWN into the deep dark pit,
Whence we were digged- -O think of it
Look BACK- -we only render praise
For Grace attending all our ways.

Look OUT upon the fields so white- -
The gladsome harvest just in sight!
Look UP- -the objects of God's love

Are fed with manna from above.

Look ON- -for Glory is in view,
And Jesus waits to welcome you!
But do not ever look WITHIN,
Upon the wretched source of sin.

How bright the coming days would be,
if only souls from self were free
And had the mind and heart absorbed
With Christ alone- -Their Glorious Lord!

—E.J.C.

For address correction or free new name addition,
write to:

Leslie L. Winters or Christine Albury




