


cornoussed the city of Dothan round ahout__the syn-an was Whata sight that must have been! How real and terrible the
taking no chances, or so he thoughtl How arrogant ls the heart host of inen surroundmg the town‘ had seemed a few minutes
of sinful man! Is it any wonder that Satan often nds the eerere vvrrh ererr earmers rurrmg rrr ere memrng breeze» and
people of this world to be such willing, if unaware, ¥1‘°!‘ §W°“1$ and 1_-mes P°1$°d and Y°=1dY- B1" "OW howaccomplices in lus plans to oppose God and Hts people? msignicant was tlus show of the rage of mere man against thelt ls as the sun rlses on Dothan the next rnornlng that we awesome power of God, wluch was arrayed to defend His own!
observe the seeming hopelessness of the situation. The servant Errsrra prayed rear neree mrgrrr reveal re ‘rs eeuerrrgf age
of Elisha steps out of the house early in the morning to the rremerrrrg servarrr re s“_rpassmg_ Pevver rat was rea Y
terrifying sight of spear tips and shields ashing in the morning present to protect from all ill. Seeing this heavenly array, who
unl ll d th villa t l5) “And hen the could fear? Bii't the servant had not been able to see it, becauses ight a aroun e ge verse : w

- _servant of the than of God was risen early and gone forth, the eyes of ll1S.fll must be opened. How caring an act that
behold, a host compassed the city, both with horses and rlrrsrrrarrereree sherrre Pray fer hrs yeurrg servant? and eeearrse
chariots. And his servant said unto him, ‘alas, my master, how he prayed fer hrs servant err rhrs day’ rhrs Yeurrg ma" wasshall we do?” can you sense the desotur ln tlus young rnan? permitted to see the glory of the Lord as He delivered Israel. It
This servant was young, but the gravity of the situation was not was a srghr rear exlaeer ere servam rrever rergerrlost on hun__they were surrounded by rnen of war’ and there How Christ-hke was this loving concern of Elisha for his
a ored to he no we ourl can ou ltnaglne it? such a sight trembling servant? Recall that when the Lord Jesus walked in
We l trlk ty - t tl -y leart tlus earth, He tenderly cared for His disciples and comfortedwas enoug 1 to s e error m 0 us young i

Have you ever experienced such fear? Maybe you never them rrr rherr ream In rhese ¢1°$1I18 days Of HIS earthly walk,
woke up to nd 3 host of armed men surrounding your town He spoke words of comfort and peace, and instructed regarding
b t l have encountered situations that seemed to oii things that were aeeer re happen se rear when He was rise“u per taps you y
just as hopeless. These may have had to do with the illness of a frerrr the dead’ they werrre remember and eerreve He was
loved one, or reversals in business, or perhaps the development errerr rrr Prayer rer Hrs erserpres (see Luke e512)- rs He "er me
of a life chan in disability. Sometimes, the things we same reeayr rheege aseeeeee arre srrrrrrg err the rrgrrr hand erencounter in thgls rivorld aooear to pose an lnsturnountable the Father? Does He not still come to His own in our time of

- - ' 1 d mf ' itl Hthreat. Satan, the enemy of our souls, will try to use such sights need’ rneermg es vvrere we are an ee errmg “S W 1 isand sltuatlons to dlscourage Chrlstlans, and lf possible’ throw work? Just as when He prayed for Peter that his faith fail not,
lnto desoulr and retreat lt ls at tunes like these that we need to does He not continue to mtercede for us? He is the same
lay hold of the comforting promises of God. Do we know a Lere— “Jesus Crrrrsr ere same yesterday’ and reeayi errd
brother or a sister in the Lord who is struggling with such fear ferever’” (Hee'r3r8)- wrrar werreerrer rrurrrs We have re srarredd'?Mi t't1l uioiii °“’

-an espalr t l%h;sr;lZbmi3.§lv? t-eeruslelzgeth ‘geld ig We read in the final verses of this story that as the angelsencouragemen suc . . , ,

never leave thee nor forsake thee” or 1 John 4:4 “We are of eame eewrr re Errsrra> rear he prayed’ and ere great enemy rresr
- - ’ ’ ’ " ' . 1 a b rGod, little cluldren, and have overcome them: because greater was srreek wrr ermerress wear ra eee se earserrre arrls H that ls in o than he that ls ln the world» opposition, was soon reduced to a stumbling mass, which wase Y Us

At this moment of our story, Elisha answers with such easrry lead re eaetrure re sarrrarra What a repsreee vrerer-v rer
nwords of godly comfort in verse 16, “Fear not; for they that Gegtamlrmrrrs er” '

V

be with us are more than they that be with them.” Elisha for "1 Cwnegrnlgg y°:t:'i':rl'llre,,anr%e1s1;t1_ere ‘“l‘;‘;"e*l‘“.SZi Ir Getbe
had gone on with the Lord many years and knew by experience through this wndemges wortdtewer agmbesetrtvnn nlartrslsanazrrsreyttfsollils

Hrs vvays"'he was net at an rrrgrrrerred by these things revealed sights on every side, set there by the enemy of our souls in an alteinptbi’ the eye Of esh» fer he knew the Pewer and care of G0‘! to frighten and confuse us. Let us be ever in God’s word and inml‘ His 0Wl1- B111, the yolmg 1113!! did 110! yet 56¢ With the ¢Y¢$ prayer, abiding iii Christ, that we may have on the whole armor ofof faith, rather he noted only what he could see before him, and God, that we may be able to withstand such attacks (Eph.6:l0-18).
11¢ trembled 31 the forges an-ayed against 1|im_ I1 was 31 this Let us see with the eyes of faith, and not rely on our eyes of esh, forpoint that the man of God looked upon his sot-vam with we have thepromises of to rely on. We who are His own need
compassion desiring to comfort his heait and build up his faith. “ever eesparrr but rer “s rerrrrrre erre arreerer er the surpessmg Pewer’ of God toward his own and thereby li up those who may beDid you nfmce mat? nus ls my tiavome pan of the whole struggling. Letusbeconstantlyinprayer to strengthen the faith of our
Story! Ehsha knew that he and ms Servant were In Godas brothers and sisters in Christ that they too might see the an els in thehands, and come what may, he was not troubled by what he mouutnlusl g
saw before him. However, his poor servant trembled with fear,
and Elisha was not content to let his servant suer in this way. “Standing on the promises of Christ my King’
We read next that Elisha followed up and prayed that this Through eternal ages let Hrs praises ring.
man’s eyes might be opened so that he might see the surpassing Glory in the highest I will shout and Sing’
power of the living God. Elisha did not pray for himself, but Stand. tn . fGodt” ’
the faith of his servantl Oh Christian, would that we should mg on 6 promlses 0 ‘

have such concem for one another in the church! Elisha had F0; address QQ['feC‘[iQn or free new name addition,
compassion on his friend-he could not bear to leave him as he write t0_

:;?:;.,::;:::2%;:':.::,*:;:‘; Lfisli? 2: V‘""£¢'$__ or
read, “and Elisha prayed and said, ‘Lord, I pray thee, open his
eyes that he may see.’ And the Lord opened the eyes of the '
young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of re round about Elisha” < =1


