


worketh endurance. But, what if we go into the trial for us." This is the grand evidence, to which God points,
without God ? lt can only work hardening. It is true that of a love which goes far beyond every other love. It was
God will bring us to the point where we shall get the just when we could no more move towards God than a
blessing which He intends for us, but that point is only corpse could, that Christ died for those who were thus
reached when He has taught us to completely surrender utterly away from God. The very highest point to which
our wills to Him. These wills of ours are ever ready to human love could rise is here placed in mighty contrast
assert themselves, but as long as we go on trying to bear with this love of God toward us. As God points us to the
any trial by ourselves, apart from God, the result must be cross of His Son, of what does it tell us? That dying of
disastrous. We can never go through tribulation with the Son of God to save us, what does it mean? We could
endurance unless we take it straight from God; and when never tell if the Holy Spirit did not reveal it to us. But He
there is complete surrender of our will to His, deliverance does reveal it to usll__for this love of God is shed abroad
comes. in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us.

lf God had delivered the three Hebrew children before Leaming the heart of God toward us thus, shall we not
they went into the burning ery furnace, what would they have courage to go forward? Surely, whatsoever else
not have missedll “One like unto the Son of God” walked may be in the future, QQQ is there, and the coming of the
with them there, and enabled them to walk @ Him; and Lord draws near. What more could we wish or have?
how the glory of God shone before the startled heathen From_"Simple Testamony”
kingll Did they not then, do they not now, boast in that
ery trial? We too shall praise [boast] Him through His “Christian! Be satised with the approbation of your God.
etemal day for all that we have passed through with Him. Has He not adopted you into his family, stamped you with

Paul was so assured of the power of Christ that he was his image, assured you by His Spirit, sealed you for His
willing to be weak, to be but the vessel through which that kingdom? And is not this “honour that cometh from God
power should be displayed. We shrink from trial, with the only" enough, far more than enough to counterbalance
sense of our own incompetency to bear it; thinking of the derision of the Qroud? Think of the day, when "the
ourselves, and forgetting that we are not competent for rebuke of the people shall be taken away from off all the
the very smallest thing. God would not have us go earth,“ when “He will confess their name before His
through trial with stoical endurance, but rather with the Father, and before His angels." When "the saints shall
sense that He has measured out the cup, and He will judge the world.” When "the upright shall have dominion
give us power to drink it. over them in the moming." Can we be Christians, if this

He would teach us too, if we seek grace to bear it with sure prospect does not infinitely more than compensate
_l-E1, that power to bear the burden is as real a for all “the hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have
deliverance as if the burden were taken away; for we can spoken against us? Thus, blessed be God, the weapons
carry a hundred pound weight as easily as a one-pound of our warfare are drawn from the Divine annoury; and
weight, if our power is increased a hundredfold. We need therefore depending on the grace, and following the
that strength should be supplied to enable us to endure in example, of Jesus, we suffer, as the way to victory, the
quietness—while the lips pour out praise to our God— road to an everlasting crow"
day after day, in such a manner that the world may see it Charles Bridges From Psalms 119:51
is no sham, but that we have a power about which it
knows nothinq. Then, as soon as the lesson is leamed, Let us also therefore, having so great a cloud of
He who aficts, not willingly, delivers. But the chasteninq witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and
may often be lonq continued, for love cannot but do its sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the
best for us, and the heart which loves us as no heart race that lies before us, looking steadfastly upon Jesus,
down here can love, is just measurinq it out to us as the the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the
exgression of that love. hope lying before Him, endured the cross, despising the

“Endurance worketh experience.” Having passed shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
through the tribulation with God, I have learnt something God. For consider well Him who endured so great
of His way with me; and there is a preciousness in this contradiction from sinners against Himself, that ye be not
experimental knowledge, this having felt His hand and weary, fainting in your minds."_Hebrews 12:1-3 J.N.D.
known that it is a reality. Surely it is worthwhile to know
this, at the cost of the furnace. A fellow brother of those passing through tribulations,

“Experience, hope." As with all God’s dealings, so with - .
tribulations; they rarely repeat themselves, and as we go '4' WM”
on with God, and call to remembrance His dealings with
us, we have a new ground of hope, a hope which He has
authorized us to form; a hope which, unlike any hope For address correction or free new name addition,
which rests upon the creature, “maketh not ashamed " for write to;
it rests upon His character and upon His Word. |_e5|je |__ Winters or Christine Amury

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time -

Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die; yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. But God commendeth His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died


