re in this psalm
g sparrow has found




us of that perfectly finished work of Christ. The spar-
row reminds us of littleness. We read that two of
them were sold for a farthing. But as the hymn re-
minds us, God's eye is on the sparrow “and | know
He watches me.” We may and should feel our little-
ness, or a sense of our nothingness before Him. But
like the sparrow we can draw near to our Saviour.
The swallow is a bird that makes us think of freedom
as it flies around. But it finds safety, satisfaction and
rest on the altar. So we also find satisfaction and
rest because the Lord Jesus Christ has paid the
penalty for our sins. We remember that finished
work and praise Him who died for us. We now have
perfect liberty to serve Him.

We also read in this psalm that “Blessed or
happy is the man whose strength is in Thee.”
How great that is! We also can say with the apostle
Paul, “I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.” Phil. 4:13.

In verse 6 we read these words: “Who passing
through the valley of Baca make it a well.” “Baca”
can be translated “weeping.” This would remind us
that we are passing through a scene that has some-
times been described as a vale of tears. As the Lord
reminded us: “in the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; | have overcome the
world.” John 16: 33. We may go through some
deep trials or temptations, but “God is faithful.” He
will never give us more than we can bear and He
will always make a way of escape so that we will be
able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13.

In verse 7 of this psalm we read “they go from
strength to strength.” It reminds me of the verse that
tells us that “as thy days so shall thy strength be.”
Deut. 33:25. We may have many physical problems
and not be able to do what we would like to do but
the Lord will give us the grace and strength each
day to serve Him. “The eternal God is thy Refuge
and underneath are the everlasting arms.” Deut.
33:27.

Verse 11 of this beautiful psalm tells that our
God is a Sun and a Shield. The Sun reminds us of
the warmth of God’s love for us! “He has loved us
with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3.

He also is our Shield protecting us from the
darts of the enemy. As He told Abraham: “I am Thy
shicld, and Thy excceding great reward.” Genesis 15:1.
Finally we arc rcminded that the LORD will give us
“grace and glory.” Wc have been saved by God’s
matchless grace and no matter how great the need His
gracc is sufficient for us. We are also reminded that His

~strength is madc perfect in weakness. 2 Corinthians 12:9.
When the trials are great “He gives more grace.” James
4:6.

But we also read that He will give us glory.

When will that be? First we will hear that shout from

the skies and then “be caught up together to meet
the Lord in the air—and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” 1 Thess. 4:16,17. We will behold His glory
and share that glory with Him. See John 17:22; Rev.
21:9-11. We wait now for His coming to take us
home to be with Him. He says three times in the last
chapter of the Bible: “Behold | come quickly.” When
that takes place “we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him.as He is.” 1 John 3:2. We truly can add
our “Amen” to the last verse of this Psalm. “O Lord
of hosts, blessed is the man that trusts in Thee.

"And shall we see Thy face,
And hear Thy heavenly voice,
Well known to us in present grace?
Well may our hearts rejoice.

Fruit of Thy boundless love,
That gave Thyself for us;
Forever we shall with Thee prove
That Thou still lov'st us thus.

And we love Thee, blest Lord,
E’en now, though feeble here,
Thy sorrow and Thy cross record
What makes us know Thee near.

We wait to see Thee, Lord,
Yet now within our hearts
Thou dwell'st in love that doth afford
The joy that love imparts.

Yet still we wait for Thee,
To see Thee as Thou art;

Be with Thee, like Thee, Lord, and free
To love with all our heart.

—John Nelson Darby 1881
In His Wonderful love,

Dobn D. MHeil.

What a difference when things are looked at on the
heavenly side! How different Paul saying, “Take away the
thomn,” and the Lord kept saying, “No, | shall not, you
shall keep it, because | want you to have an excuse for
leaning on me.” What a poor thing was Paul’s “take it,
take it, take it away” —the poverty of the vessel comes
out.

One has had a bitter cup, and has been able to say,
“Father, | will drink it:" ah, but to put the cup down to be
filled again and again, as fast as one could drink it—the
Father giving it as the greatest expression of His love.
And when one has passed through it, seeing it to have
been so. —G.V.W.
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