at weigh us down to the Lord
and leave them there, we will be




result will be peace in our hearts and lives. The apostle
Paul brought his disappointment to the Lord three times
and then found that it was His appointment. The Lord did
not take away Paul’s thorn in the flesh but instead gave
Paul to experience His wonderful grace. God told him,
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is
made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12: 7-11.

As a result Paul learned to boast in his trials and to
take pleasure in his weaknesses and persecutions because
when he was consciously weak he then could realize
God’s strength. As he was inspired to write, “When I am
weak, then am I strong.”

One has said and I quote: “Conscious weakness -

causes a saint not to dare to move without God.” And
again “The place of strength is always that of being
forced to lean on God.” “The eternal God is thy Refuge
and underneath are the everlasting arms.” Deuteron-
omy 33:27. Disappointments are easily turned to His ap-
pointments when we are made to lean on those everlast-
ing arms of God’s love and strength.

Some of the most encouraging hymns were written
by believers who had been through the deep waters of
disappointments and sorrow. An example of disappoint-
ment made into His appointment is found in this hymn.

It is Thy Hand, My God!
My sorrow comes fromThee!
I bow beneath Thy chast’ning rod:
*Tis love that bruises me!

My God, Thy Name is love,-
A Father’s hand is Thine:
With tearful eyes I look above,
And cry, Thy will be mine!”

Here my poor heart can rest,
My God, it cleaves to Thee:
Thy will is love, Thine end is blest,
All works for good to me!”

—James G. Deck

We are reminded that we are not to despise or take
lightly the chastening or discipline of the Lord. Why not?
“For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scour-
geth every son whom He receiveth.”

Chastening is a proof of His love for us. We are re-
minded further on that this chastening, these disappoint-
ments will not seem to be times of joy for us but often
times of sorrow. But if we make them His appointments
we will be drawn closer to our Lord and He will be glori-
fied through the fruit it will produce in our lives. See He-
brews 12:5-11. Job, I believe, is an example of turning
disappointments into His appointments. After losing all
his possessions and his children he said: “The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the

name of the Lord.” Job had much to learn through his
disappointments. He learned to bow beneath God’s chas-
tening hand and give all the glory to God. These words of
his find a sweet response in our hearts today. “I know
that My Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth; And though after worms this
body have consumed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, for
this my inmost soul with longing waits.” Job 19:25-27.

Another hymn written by Helen McDowell ex-
presses so beautifully how disappointments can be turned
into His appointments.

*Under Thy rod, O God, my God!
My soul would meekly bow,
E'en if tis nought that | have sought
Which brings me down so low;
For souls expand beneath Thy Hand,
And while they suffer, grow.”

“Under Thy rod, O God, my God!
| do not bow in vain,
For though | weep, | surely reap
Treasures of golden gain;
And ev'ry one Thou callest “son”
Must bear correction’s pain.”

“Under Thy rod, O God, my God!
Though sore the trial be,
| would not lose, if | might choose,
Thy look of love | see:
Father, | bless thy faithfulness--
Proof of Thy love to mel”

None of us know what the future holds for us but we
do know that “our times are in His Hands.” We are living
in perilous times and all around us we see the nineteen
things mentioned in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 that characterize the
last days. Yet we need not be discouraged because we
know that nothing can separate us from the love of
Christ. We then can say with the apostle Paul: “Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through
Him that loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8: 37-39.

In His wonderful love,

Dobn D. MHell
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