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in the LORD”? There is one epistle in the New Testament joy might remain in you, and that your joy may be
that contains the words “joy,” “rejoice” or “rejoicing” full.” John 15:8-ll. So not only will our joy be full by
eighteen times according to my count. This epistle was the keeping of I-Iis commandments but also His joy will
written by the apostle Paul in a Roman prison. This remain or abide in us. What more could we ask? By the

prison had none of the conveniences that many prisoners way one of His commandments is given in John 15:12.

have today. Yet Paul rejoiced in the Lord and exhorted We are to love one another, as the Lord has loved us.

the Philippians to “”Rejoice in the Lord always, and That ahnost seems impossible but through the indwelling
again I say rejoice.” Philippians 4:4. Spirit we do have the power to do that.

What can we do if we are not experiencing the joy Fourthly, our joy will be full through answered

of the Lord in our lives? Most of us, including myself prayer. The Lord Jesus tells us “Hitherto have ye asked

have had to admit that there are many times when the joy nothing in My Name: Ask and ye shall receive, that your
of the Lord is absent in our lives. King David found that joy may be full.” John 16:24. It is good to remember

out when he had so seriously simied not only against the that asking in the Lord’s Name means that we are asking

Lord but also against others. When he confessed his sin according to His will as representing Him and glorifying
to the Lord his words were: “Restore unto me the joy of Him. I

Thy salvation.” Psahn 51:12. Although we may not have Fifthly’ we eeh experience unspeakable J-Oy_ How
committed a sin like David’s yet we too need, first ofall can that be? h is as we leek to the future Though we may

t° °°“f°S5 °“r Sins that we might be r°st°1'°d t° pass through trials, sorrows and disappointments we look
fellowship with the Lord. “If we confess our sins, He is forward to the appearing of Jesus Christ; whom having

_ faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us not Seen, we love; in whom’ though new we see Him net’

from all umightcousness-” 1 J°hn 139- In °“r PraY°r We yet believing, we can rejoice “with joy unspeakable and
also need to ask the Lord as David did: “Search me, O fun of gjeryy 1 Peter 1;8_

God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, Y0" may ha‘/91hei°Y'b9||$ Ti"Qi"9 i" Y0"? "9311

and lead me in the way everlasting.” Psalm 139123. Am 3 Peace that f_F°m Y0" "9VeF Wi" depart;
‘

Walk the stra|ght and narrow way,
Secondly, we need to take time to sit at Jesus feet Live fer Jesus eve” day,

a11l;4ah°g]T §Pea%<dt°N;1$ 'ff°m_ \;'0Td- W Y1¢m;?b°T He will keep the joy-bells ringing your heart.
w t e or to artha m u e’s gospe c pter
10:42. “One thing is needful: and Mary has chosen |-°V° °f Jesus in its f"""e5$ Y0" may |<"0W.
that good pert, which she" not he taken away from And this love to those around you sweetly show:

her.” The moming is the best time to do this. When the Vgords °f kmdness always 533/~

children of Israel were instructed to gather the mamia Then He." kzgdsug qgefgésoniagg day‘ h rt

they had to do this before the sun came up. Ifthey waited p I y 9' 9 ' your ea '

until the sun came u the manna had melted. So it is with °" W5" meel With lfi6|$ 65 you joumey home,

us. If we wait untiigthe cares, duties and the heat and Grace sufffciem He Wm give to Overcomei

pressure of the day are upon us we oen nd that it is T'|1|:;n€:;nyg€':3:?|n?gy:5'
harder for us to meditate upon the Word of God and nd . . ’ . . . ' ,,

enjoyment in it‘ It is get busy that do And He ll keep the joy-bells nnging in your heart.

really spend time with the Lord before we begin each _J- E- Ruark
day In I-I1s wonderil love,

The Word of God brought real joy to the prophet
Jeremiah who suffered very much at the hands of a

wicked king for his faithfulness. He wrote: “Thy words it iS Of all importance that our inner life
were found and I did eat them; and Thy Word was should be kept up IO the height Of our
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am Qutwafd agvity; e|5e we are near sgme
called by Thy Name, O Lord God of hosts.” Jeremiah Sp“-itua| fauh
15216. J_N_D_

Thirdly, we must be obedient to God’s Word. In the
gospel of John chapter 15 the Lord Jesus reminds us of F°' address °°"°°t'°"nf;;f{§e new name add't'°"-

‘ truths.Htell:AthFth h . . ‘" ‘ ..
is:-:1 ‘islrgi 23632:: I loved ;ou: Zonfinuz yiiu Ma; Leshe L‘ Wmters or Chnstme Albury

love. How do we continue in His love? “If ye keep My
commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as I
have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in I-Iis

Love. These things have I spoken unto you, that My


