


voice as he tells the group, “| go afishing.” The
other disciples, apparently not having a better sug-
gestion, indicate that they will go along, and the next
thing you know, Peter and the others have gotten a
boat and are out fishing, just like in the old days.
Recall that Jesus first met Peter by the sea in Gali-
lee as Peter pursued his family occupation (Luke 5).
Despite the similarity of the scene, however, the
disciples did not recognize the Lord when He ap-
peared to them the next morning.

| have heard some say that the reason that the
disciples did not recognize the Lord was that they
were not occupying their time by truly waiting on
Him. Perhaps their minds were not really focused
on Him and His promised appearance, and perhaps
they returned to their former occupation rather than
the one that He had called them to in Luke 5. Well, |
am not sure about that. There could be many rea-
sons why they decided to go fishing and why they
didn’'t recognize the Lord when He appeared to
them. Perhaps it was early in the morning and still
dark so that they couldn’t recognize Him, or perhaps
they were too far away. Perhaps the Lord shielded
His identity from them for a time. The fact does
seem to remain that they did not expect to see the
Lord that moming, and for whatever the reason,
they didn’t realize it was Him when He called to
them. But oh, how their hearts must have longed for
Him! They had walked with the Lord on this Earth
and had come to love Him as a person and friend as
well as their Master. They had heard His words and
had seen His wondrous works, and they had trusted
that He was the Christ. And yes, they had watched
Him be arrested and tried, and they had watched
Him die on a cross, their hearts burning with terrible
shock and sadness. Then, they had had their sor-
row turned to unspeakable joy as they found the
empty tomb, seen the vision of angels, and finally
seen the Lord alive in their midst! What an incredi-
ble time this was! But the fact remained that the
Lord was not with them in person at this time, and
whatever was to be, things would never be the
same again. If the disciples seemed a bit lost at this
point, | think that might be well expected.

We read that in the early hours of the morning,
a man stood on the shore and called to them in the
boat asking them if they had caught any fish (vs.
4.5). The answer was a lifeless “‘no”. Then, they
were instructed to cast out of the other side of the
boat, and in a similar fashion to the earlier fishing
story of Luke chapter 5, they suddenly had more fish
than they could have ever imagined! It didn't take
them long to make the connection at that point.
John cried out (vs.7), ‘It is the Lordl” Can you
imagine their excitement! In a moment, Peter
jumped into the sea, not wanting to take the time to
bring the boat in to shore, and began to swim for it.
Oh how he longed to be with His Lord!

Isn’t this picture kind of similar to the current
situation of Christians in this world? For those of us
who have come to know this same Jesus as our
Lord and Savior, He is the One who had given us so
much. He has given Himself for us at Calvary’s
cross, and in so doing, has opened the way of sal-
vation___forgiveness for our sins and life etemnal
through faith in Him. Haven't we come to love Him
and to deeply desire His presence? Yet we are bid
to remain in this troubled world with all its trials and
dangers. What a weary journey it often is through a
“dry and thirsty land where no water is” (Psalm
63:1). Yet, we are never alone, because He has
promised us that “where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am | in the midst of
them” (Matt.18:20). He has said, “| will never leave
thee nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5), and He has said,
“Lo, | am with thee always, even unto the end of the
world” (Matt. 28:20). We know that He leads us
through this troubled scene, come what may, and
that He will not suffer our foot to be moved from the
path that leads to glory.

Do we Jook for Him even in the harshest of cir-
cumstances, and do we daily expect His certain
coming to take us home? Or does the grief and
trouble of the moment blind our eyes to His pres-
ence? Does the delay in His coming discourage
us? We need to look for Him everywhere and in all
circumstances, and when we do we will find that He
is never far away, regardless of how we may feel at
the moment. He is ever with us now, regardless of
where we are or in what circumstances we may find
ourselves. We as Christians have glory to look for-
ward to when we are with Him in that Heavenly
scene which is to come, but in just as real a sense,
we have glory now in this scene. We have His
presence with us, and we enjoy a foretaste of the
glory to come when we gather with the saints, the
Lord in our midst, and worship Him. And we are
never alone!

Let us look for our Lord at all times and expect His
presence as He has promised us. - Let us enjoy together
the fellowship we share in Him, and let us be in constant
communication with Him by prayer and study of His
Word. He is with us and we need never grieve for His
presence. Do we look for Him in the darkness of the
early moming, and will we recognize Him when He calls
out to us in those times that try the soul?

“No, never alone; no, never alone! He promised
never to leave me, Never to leave me alone.”
Steven Faulkner
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