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our need of submission to Himself. A popular song of the day has a line about, "I
"Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop” didn't promise you a rose garden”, and l think many

(Prov. 12:25), and Satan finds a very useful tool in of us anticipate just this upon receiving Jesus as
discouragement, using it like a wedge to drive into Saviour. Then when trials that are common to all
the least crack in our armour, seeking to instigate a men or suffering as a Christian come into our lives,
rift between ourselves and God. Allowing ourselves we lose heart and become discouraged. I Peter
to sink into a state of doldrums provides fertile 4:12 was written to just such believers. "Beloved,
ground for our enemy's fiery darts and suggestive think it not strange conceming the ery trial which is
doubts of God’s love and help. - ' to try you, as though some strange thing happened

Though we might have 20:20 vision, yet we of- unto you": (here is that nearsightedness kicking into
ten experience an ocular handicap known as near- play, when a farsighted view gives an altogether
sightedness, pertaining to spiritual things especially. different perspective), "But rejoice, inasmuch as ye
Think of Peter on a dark and stormy night out on the are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his
sea, beholding the Lord walking on the water. Fol- glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
lowing His invitation, Peter with his eyes on the exceeding joy.”
Lord, started his walk, but as soon as he changed Jacob had to leam through some years of suf-
his focus from the Lord to the boisterous wind, fering, separation and of which he said, “All these
which was making waves of his walking surface, he things are against me” (Gen. 42:36), were eventu-
became fearful and began to sink (Matt 14:22-32). ally shown to be for his benefit and blessing.

How much we need to leam that whatever the We noticed that while Peter had his eyes on the
Lord expects of us He will enable us to carry out, Goal, the Lord Jesus, circumstances were no obsta-
though there may be some personal cost involved. cle, but with the eyes tumed from the Goal to cir-
When the children of Israel set forth from Egypt, cumstances, he began to sink. Just so with us, we
they had as their destination, a promised land flow- need to be, "Looking unto Jesus the Author and fin-
ing with milk and honey, Ex. 13:5. After a protracted isher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
joumey of overa year, which could have been make him...lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds."
in something like eleven days, this great company (Heb. 12:2&3).
drew near to what could have been their joumey’s Our protection from discouragement in the way
end. In order to give the people advance knowledge cannot come from our own efforts or strength, but
of the land and its benefits, God had Moses send 12 must come through the Lord, having our hearts on
spies into the land with a specific exhortation to be the Goal set before us, and our inheritance in Christ,
of good courage and bring back of the fruit of the knowing that, ‘We have received, not the spirit of
land. In spite of a glowing report of the fruitfulness the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we
of the land, 10 of the spies discouraged the people might know the things that are freely given us of
from going in to possess the land from its present God.” (l Cor 2:12).
inhabitants. The plea of Joshua and Caleb that they
were well able to overcome these people went un- Yours for our mutual encouragement and a glimpse
lgg:ieyd,(NaLsmdi|g).the silent appeal of the lands of the giory gal,”/0, yy-ma,/up

Discouragement led to rebellion against the -i-he gioiy shines before mei
commandment of God and provided the fertile soil i know that aii is weiii
for doubts of God’s loving kindness to spring up, My Father-s cars is O-er me_
and in their tents they would say, "Because the Lord His praises i wouid ieii
hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of -i-i-is iove of Christ constrains me‘
Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to His biood has washed me white;
destroy us” (Deut.1:27). Consequently, the Lord Where Jesus is in giory__
would not lead them into His promised land and they --i-is homei And iovei And iighii
wandered another 38 years before they were ready
to claim the promise. -—|'|8""8h K- Burligham

At this time of the year many are suffering from
cabin fever and the winter blahs. This moming as l For address correction orfree new name addition,
went into town, after last nights snow storm, com- write to:
plaints abounded about conditions, but soon the sun Leslie L. Vlnters or Christine Albury
came out and things looked so much different. Isn't
it just like God to send the shining after rain, and
He's not partial either, for we read, "He maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good." (Matt. 5:45). ‘ - ==""* - e _.


