


replenish the earth” (Gen. 1:28), thus establishing
the first earthly relationship of parents and children.
Psalms 127:3 tells us, “Lo, children are an heritage
of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.”
Do we parents value them as such?

On the children’s side, Proverbs 17:6 gives us
the truth that, “The glory of children are their fa-
thers.” This is shown forth in young children, who
think that, “My daddy can do anything”. Though he
has been with the Lord for 16 years, | still have
proud thoughts of my father.

Respect and honor are enjoined upon us by the
words, “Honor thy father and thy mother”, which are
found many times throughout the Bible. This can be
shown by carrying out the exhortation, “Children
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right” (Eph.
6:1). Looking around us we see such evidence of
disobedience to authority, starting at an early age.
Recently | heard a remark, that in schools, above
the first grade, part of the teacher's work was, “riot
control”.

Instruction manuals do not come with babies as
they do with cars and lawn mowers, so many times
we parents make mistakes in the upbringing of our
children. Our frustrations can lead us to be overly
severe or unreasonable with discipline and thus
foster a rebellious spirit in our offspring. The apostie
Paul wrote, as inspired by the Holy Spirit, “And ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord"
(Eph. 6:4).

Solomon, in his dissertation of life under the
sun (Eccl. 7:29) states that, “God hath made man
upright: but they have sought out many inventions”.
Whatever these inventions are, their effect is to lead
the heart further from God, destroying even the
“natural affection” (Rom. 1:31) which man had been
imbued with. Thus we hear of the cruelties that par-
ents perpetrate on their children.

“Like as a father pitieth his children” (Ps.
103:13), is the way God would have a parent’s con-
cern to be shown, and He sets the example, for we
read further, “So the Lord pitieth them that fear him”.

How sad it is, when there is a violent estrange-
ment between family members, young or old, and
especially parents and their grown sons or daugh-
ters. Family ties are precious and to have them sun-
dered is heartbreaking, | can imagine. How good to
know of the provision that awaits us if the need so
arises. David had the assurance that, “When my
father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will
take me up” (Ps. 27:10).

As can be seen from scriptures already referred
to, God uses our earthly family relationships to pic-
ture our spiritual life in His family. Even before we
knew Him, God loved us and wanted us for His own

children, as the wonderful words, “For God so loved
the world” (Jn. 3:16) attests. A dramatic change in
us had to take place to make this possible, requiring
rebirth that we might possess the family characteris-
tics of our Father.

Young believers might be under the impression
that they are far removed from God, by the opening
words of the well known prayer, “Our Father, which
art in heaven®, but the Lord dispels that thought by
His promise, “If a man love me, he will keep my
words; and my Father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode with him” (Jn.
14:23). So He is very near at hand.

A loving earthly father has a concem over the
activities and friendships of his children, which is
even more manifest with our heavenly Father, Who
makes the plea for His children’s separation from
the world with the promise, “Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will re-
ceive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord al-
mighty.” (2 Cor 6:17-18). How ready He is to for-
give, when we dishonor Him, but sad to say, some
earthly parents cherish hurts incurred from their
children for many years.

As mentioned earlier, some children are forsaken by
one or more of their parents, and the number seems to
be increasing with the escalation of broken homes. Other
children, especially those of dependent age, have to bear
the loss of one or both parents through death. What a
bleak period, especially in the life of a young person. But
again we see that God is mindful of earthly situations and
by David referred to as, “A father of the fatherless, and a
judge of the widows™ (Ps 68:5). Is the One who up-
holdeth all things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3) too
busy to be concemed by some of the complexities of life
on earth? How many sparrows fell to the ground today
that He was too busy to see?

if you are a young parent, what reasonable plans
are you making for your child's future? Will they benefit
him and also be acceptable? | like this message from
Jeremiah 29:11, which God had sent to His earthly peo-
ple while in exile, and could also be typical of His inten-
tions toward His heavenly family, for He does have spe-
cial plans for us. “For | know the plans | have for you,
declares the Lord, Plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (NIV).

Yours in that hope of the future,

Leslie L. Wintens
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