


the cracks and bc over looked or denicd. Parcnts and
children alike fall prey to this disrcgard so that being
loved is questioned. Onc of the marks of, “Pure rcligion
and undcfiled before God and the Father is this, To visit
the fathcerless and widows™ (James 1:27).

Bceing outspoken, cspccially on positive matters, can
Icad to onc bceing isolatcd from the pack, Elijah, who was
a loud voicc against the cvils practiced by the nation of
Isracl, fclt so rcjected by the people that he said to God,
“I am lcft alonc, and they scck my lifc” (Romans 11:3).

Aftcr at Icast two ycars of faithful ministry in their
arca, thc Apostlc Paul had to say, “All thcy which arc in
Asia be tumed away from me” (2 Tim. 1:15).

How sad to fall prcy to the lonclincss brought about
by any onc of thcsc situations, but if this happens, what is
our rccoursc? A verse that comcs to mind tells us to,
“Consider him that cndured such contradiction of sinners
against himsclf, lcst yc bc wearicd and faint in your
minds” (Hcbrews 12:3).

Oftcn times when we are passing through a time of
trial we may fecl like Jeremiah, who uttcred the words,
“Bcehold and scc if there be any sorrow like unto my sor-
row” (Lam. 1:12). How good to bc ablc to consider the
Onc Who, “Was in all points tempted likc as we arc, yct
without sin”, and, “In that hc himsclf hath suffcred being
tcmpted, he is ablc to succor them that arc tempted”
(Hcb.2:18). “Let us thereforc come boldly unto the
thronc of gracc, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of nced” (Heb. 4:16).

Now lct us consider what led up to the solitarincss of
the Lord as sct before us in the song on page onc. 1 be-
licve, and say rcverently, that God wanted somconc to
shower His love upon, thus His dccision, “Let us make
man in our image” (Gen.1:26). Having created man with
social instincts, and knowing that it was not good for man
to be alonc, an help mect was formed for Adam.

Through the passing centuriecs God made attcmpt
after attcmpt to draw the crowning rcsult of His act of
crcation, Man, to Himsclf, to littlc avail. As a final rc-
sort, God chosc to revcal Himsclf to man as Onc likc
themsclves in bodily form. Thus the coming of the Onc
of Whom it is writtcn, “Thcy shall call his nam¢c Em-
manucl, which bcing interpreted is God with us” (Matt.
1:23).

Was there a great rejoicing at His advent? Very lit-
tlc, cxcept by the heavenly host of angels and a few shep-
herds. Of His carthly kin we arc told, “He came unto his
own, and his own rcceived him not” (John 1:11). In fact,
from the first, and throughout His life, various attcmpts
were madc to kill Him. Prophctically we rcad of Him as
being Onc Who could say, “I watch, and am as a sparrow
alonc upon the housc top: (Ps. 102:7). When Jesus was
accostcd in the garden, “All the disciples forsook him and
fled” (Matt. 26:56).

Finally, we scc thc ultimatc act of man’s rcjcction,
when the incamate Son of God hung upon the cross,
“And all his acquaintance, and thc womecn that followed
him from Galilce, stood afar off, bcholding thesc things™
(Luke 23:49). Beyond our comprchension was the Lord’s
desolation when He uttered the words, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Mark 15:34)

In our times of solitude can’t we reccive much com-
fort from thc considcration of this Onc, Who before the
cross, said, “Exccpt a com of whcat fall into the ground
and dic, it abidcth alonc: but if it dic it bringcth forth
much fruit” (John 12:24).

Even before cnduring the cross, “For thc joy that
was sct beforc him” (Heb. 12:2), Jesus, in anticipation,
cxpressed the longing dcsirc, “Father, I will that they
also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where 1 am;
that they may bchold my glory, which thou hast given

‘mic” (John 17:24). To us who have ‘reccived Him as our

Savior, he has said, “I will comc again and reccive you
unto mysclf, that where I am there yc may be also” (John
14:3).

Longing for His rcturn,

Longing for the Bride, Lord Jesus,
Of Thy heart,
To be with Thee in the glory,
Where Thou art:
Love so groundless, grace so boundless,
Wins my heart.

Wins my heart.
Miss C. A. Wellesley
G. & T. #85
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I believe that it is a finc moment for onc who is decided. We
must be Christians in good carncst, and accept the foolishness
of God as wiscr than men, and the weakness of God as stronger
than men. A humble walk, in entirc dependence on God.
LOOKING UNTO JESUS, is singularly blcssed in these pres-
cnt days, and soon will come the rest. JND

Truth is etcrnal and love endurcs forcver; both arc in our pre-
cious Saviour; Ict us hold them fast through gracc. JND

For addrcss correction or frec new name addition, wrilc to:
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