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led John to write these words in his first epistle, King David experienced this when he wrote
“And these things write we unto you, that your joy these words: “How sweet are Thy words unto My
may be full.” 1 John 1:4. tastel Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouthl

Here is a question that l have had to ask my- Through Thy precepts I get understanding:
elf d th t I |d "ke ou to ask curse" therefore I hate every false way." He also founds an one a wou y y ;

tqs my joy fun?» We have to Confess that some guidance and direction for his path. “Thy Word is a

times our joy is not full. We often allow so many ‘amp "ht° my feet’ and a h9ht “hm my path-”
things to come into our lives that seem to crowd out Psalm 1193103'105'

the i°Y er the t-°rd- The heW$ that We hear and Job esteemed the words of God's mouth more
read about mall hurdeh Ue- The heeeeeary earee er than his necessary food. This was at a time in his
this "te may Cause U5 t° W°rrY arid rret- I kh°W that life when he could not understand where God was
a" er he eah relate t° the f°"°Wih9 Verse °r a hymhi in all of his deep trials. His source of comfort and

--our |eve is oft times |ew| joy was in God's word. See Job 23:8-12.

Ouriev eti" ebbe end "ewe; What is it that can interrupt this wonderful joy‘?
But Peace with Him remains the Same Sin can take away this joy in the Lord. David lost

Ne ehahge Jeh°Vah Kh°We-" this joy when he sinned. After he had confessed
What then is the Secret of true |-ea| The Sin IO the LOl'd, he Said, “RESIIOFB LlrIt0 me the

verses in the heading of this paper give us the an- i°Y °r Th)! eahlatieh-” Pealrh 51312 HOW 9°°d-
swer. The joy that the Lord Jesus wants to give us the", t° keep $h°rt aeeeuhte With the L0rd- The
comes from what He has said to us in His Word. As I-ere ee the Geed Shepherd wants to restore that
we read and meditate upon the Word of God we iey uhle he We eeh eey with David. “He restereth
will experience a joy that is not dependent upon my 5°"|-” .

circumstances. It was in a Roman prison that the May we then, in these pemous times in which
apostle Paul wrote these precious words: “Rejoice we ve’ remember that “one thing is needfu|_» It

ih the I-°"d atwaysi ahd agaih | say 'ej°tc°-” Phi‘ is to sit at Jesus’ feet and hear Him speak to us
hppiahs 434' The stress ih this Verse is °h the from the Word. Our joy then will be full even in
W°rde~ “Rejetce-” h begins rel°i°e and ends with times of trial and suffering. The choice is ours. May
rejoice. The source of that joy is found in the Lord. we cheese that good pert which She“ never be
Not simply Jesus but the realization that He is takenfromue |_uke10;42_
Lord. He is in control of everything that comes into
our life. (It is always good when addressing Him to th H's w°hdem" '°"e'
say “Lord Jesus." Never in scripture do we find His Q, 4 Z p 7%:-5
disciples addressing Him simply as Jesus. Sec Matthew I 77!‘:
17:4; Luke 10:40; John 13:35; Acts 9:6. When we see /Q )

WHim face to face I believe we will be compelled to say

“Lord Jesus.” How good to recognize His Lordship even

now.) “IfHe’s not Lord of all, He is not Lord of at all.” Sim-ng at the feet of Jesus

Regarding the joy that comes from meditating Oh, what words I hearHim say!
upon His word, Jeremiah wrote "Thy words were Happy place! so near, so precious!
found and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto May it nd me there each day.
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” Sitting at the feet of Jesus,
Jeremiah 15:16. Jeremiah was being persecuted Iwould look upon the past;
and he was alone yet he found joy in God's word. For His love has been so gracious,
What an example for usl Eating God's Word im- It has won my heart at last.
plies that we think about what we have read. We,
as it were, chew (meditate) upon what we have J
read. One way'to do this istowrite a particular

For address correction or 'ee new name addition, write to:
verse or verses on a piece of paper and take it with I
us through the day. By looking at it several times . . . .

during the day, the precious truths of the verse can Leshe L‘ Winters °r Chnstme Albury
be impressed upon our thoughts and our lives. We
will begin to experience that wonderful joy even in
the midst of trial and difficulty. — e _ _


