


purpose” (Eph.3:11), and included us, as we read, “ac-
cording as he hath chosen us in
him (our Lord Jesus Christ) before the foundation of the
world” (Eph.1:4).

Proceeding in an orderly fashion, “He...hangeth the earth
upon nothing™ (Job26), while at the same time He could say,
“Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth”

(Isa.48:13). Five days spent in making the earth a habitable

place for human kind to live in, ended with God’s assessment
of His work as being “good.” ‘

Now comes the crowning act of His handiwork,
“God said, Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness” (Gen. 1:26). Viewing the culmination of His ef-
forts at the close of six days of work, “God saw every-
thing that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”
(Gen. 1731). An ascription of praise to the Lord contains
the words, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive honor
and glory and power: for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:1).

As a mar in the fruit of a craftsman’s toil robs him
of the pleasure he might otherwise have taken in it, so the
entrance of sin by one man into the world (Rom.5: 12)
and the passing on of a sin nature to all of his descen-
dants, interfered with the joy God would otherwise have
received from His creation.

Not to be thwarted by man’s perverseness, God
spent many centuries seeking to reconcile man unto Him-
self, testing him in many ways to no avail. Man could
not redeem himself, Psalm 49.7, nor depart from his sin-
ful ways. Referring to these efforts of God, the Lord Je-
sus could say, “my father worketh hitherto” (John 5:17).
For God so loved the world He sent His Son, (John 3:16),
“to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
What love! Now man has no excuse for not meeting
God’s standard, if he will but accept Jesus Christ God’s
Son as his substitute and Saviour.

Does the handiwork stop once God has brought us to
a saving knowledge of His Son? No indeed! Before His
death Jesus predicted, “I will build my church” (Matt.
16:18). Now the work takes on a different and more per-
sonal nature, and we, “As lively (living) stones, are built
up a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5).

As we, so to speak, come from the quarry we have
many rough edges, sharp comers and disfigurements,
which do not fit the picture of the One God wants us to
resemble. With the assurance, “That all things work to-
gether for good to them that love God, to them that are
called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28), the
forming begins on us “whom he did for know”. He also
predestinated that we were “to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren” (Romans 8:29).

It was self-will that got Satan cast out of heaven, and
was man’s natural will that led Adam and Eve to disobey
God. The new man has a will too, that is compliant to our
new Master. So, when there is a desire to please Him let

us realize, “It is God which worketh in you both to will
and do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

Though our lives may have assorted joys, difficulties
and sorrows for us to experience, let us keep before our-
selves, “We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). We will be in
God’s workshop for the rest of our time on earth, and He
wont be finished with us till we hear that, “Shout” (1
Thes. 4:16), which calls us up to be with Himself. Until
then let us treat as, a show of the Lord’s hand, unex-
pected things entering into our lives as having some sig-
nificance to our progress.

Three examples of the unexpected which happened
to me this summer are the following:

1. A misdirected letter, which hopefully may lead

to a profitable acquaintenceship.

2. The provision of a golf cart to be used at a recent

Bible Conference by an unknown brother in the
Lord in that area. This developed as an answer
to prayer, showing the Lord’s concern, and also
the Lord’s working in that brother’s heart.

3. Having an unsought conversation in a restaurant

with a lonely person, who turned out to be the
Lord’s.

One verse I'd like to close with, in case some reader
is going through a hard time, is Isaiah 59:1, “Behold,
the Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.”

With sincere love in Christ,

Leslie L. Wentens
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The Father sent the Son
A ruined world to save;
Man meted to the Sinless One
The cross—the grave;
Blest Substitute from God,
Wrath’s awful cup He drained;
Laid down His life, and e’en the tomb’s

Reproach sustained.
—HK. Burlingham
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