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Martha complains to the Lord Jesus that her sister,
Mary, has lcft all the scrving to her. Will not the Lord,
icn, ask Mary to help her in this scrvice? Jesus’ answer
iIs onc that, I belicve nceds to be impressed upon our
hearts today. Jesus says to Martha, “Martha, Martha, thou
art carcful and troublcd about many things: but onc thing
is nccdful and Mary hath choscn that good part, which
shall not bc taken away from her”. Luke 10:41,42.

What is morc important than scrvice? It is to sit at
Jesus” feet and hear His Word! Some might consider that
a wastc of time when there arc so many needs around us
that sccm to demand our scrvice. But onc thing is nced-
ful. We somctimes forgct that all scrvice to be fully cf-
fective must flow out of fellowship and communion with
the Lord Jesus. We nced to make time cach day to hcar
the Lord Jesus to speak to us from His Word, the Biblc.

In cur daily quict timc with the Lord Jesus it is good
to praycrfully ask Him to spcak to us from His Word. A
few scripturcs like the following verscs arc good to make
a part of our praycrs. “Show me Thy ways, O Lord: teach
me Thy paths. Lead me in Thy truth and teach me: Jor
Thou art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all
the day.” Psalm 25:4,5. Wc can also say with Samucl,
“Speak, for Thy servant heareth.” 1 Samucl 3:10.

As we hear Him spcaking to us through His Word
we will find that all our scrvice for the Lord will flow out
unconsciously in our lives. The “joy of the Lord” will fill
our hcarts and it will cnablc us to scrve Him Jjoyfully and
never from a scnsc of somcthing we have to do. “The joy
of the Lord is your strength.” Nchemiah 8:10.

We find Mary once again at the fect of the Lord Je-
sus in her decp sorrow at the loss of her brother Lazarus.
She fell down at His fect and said to Him, “Lord, if Thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died.” John 11:32.
She knew that death could not take place if the Savior
were there. This called forth the sympathy of the Lord
Jesus in her deep sorrow. The shortest verse in the Bible
tlcllls:;sus of thc Savior’s sympathy. “Jesus wept”. John

Mary’s hcart was comfortcd in a way shc never
thought possiblc. Her dear brother was restored to her. 1
belicve that we can Icarn from this that when we have
been at His feet to hear His Word we will be comforted in
ways that we never thought possible. We will morc casily
cxpericnce the “comfort of the scriptures” and be sus-
taincd through all our trials and sorrows by “the God of
all comfort.” Romans 15:4; 2 Corinthians 1:3,4. We arc
assurcd from God’s Word that “we do not have a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempied in all things as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore draw near with confidence to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find

grace (o help in the time of need” Hcbrcws

4:15,16.(NASV)

We find Mary onc last time at the fect of the Lord
Jesus. In John chapter 12 we find that a supper was pre-
parcd for the Lord Jesus by His loved oncs. Mary took a
pound of costly ointment and anointcd the fect of the
Lord Jesus and wipcd His fcct with her hair. It was an act
of worship and adoration. In 1 Corinthians 11:15 wc rcad
that thc long hair of a woman is her glory. She laid her
glory at the fect of her Savior. True worship will also Icad
us to lay all that we have and arc at His blcsscd fect.

I will quote the following words that a scrvant of the
Lord has writtcn about this last rccorded act of Mary.
“No word was spoken by her, but her silent act of
faith, adoration and worship, the savor of it, filled the
whole house. It was done unto Him; it magnified Him,
His blessed person and His equally blessed work. She
is the standing pattern of true affection for the Lord
Jesus Christ and devotedness unto Him.” It is good to
noticc that shc is thc only onc who sccmed to rcalize that
her Lord was going to dic. Verse 7. Wherever Mary went
the rest of that day she carricd with her the savor of that
ointment. I belicve when we truly worship the Lord indi-
vidually or collcctively we also will unconsciously radi-
atc His love and gracc in our lives. This worship was the
result of sitting at His fcct and lcaming morc of Him.
May cach of us takc morc time to sit at His fcct and hecar
Him spcaking to us through His Word!

“Q Jesus Lord, most fair, most swect,
In love revcaled to me,
Forever keep me at Thy feet,

To sing love’s song to Thee.”

Mcchthild of Hellfd, 1277
In His wondcrful lovc,

Dol D. el

One may hear Christ’s words and never
hearken. There may be even an occupation with
them which is little better than mere idleness.
But to hear as Mary did, implies service also,
and the right kind of service,~wisdom and
power for service; and a service which shall be
in the sanctuary also,~worship in the heart of it.

—F. W.G.
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