


otherwise. Strangers within the gates of the people
of Israel were -

» to be loved, “Love ye therefore the stranger: for
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.” (Deut.
10:19);

» allowed a day of rest. “But the seventh day is
the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou...nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy
maidservant may rest as well as thou.” (Deut.
5:14);

» to have spiritual needs considered:
“Gather the people together, men and
women and children, and thy stranger
that is within thy gates, that they may
hear, and that they may leamn, and
fear the LORD your God, and observe
to do all the words of this law.” (Deut.
31:12). C 1

Now, back to the opened Bible (which was not
an oversight, but an established house rule of the
motel) to see if we can glean a message from the
pages to which the Bible had been opened.

% “Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Je-
rusalem.” (Ps. 122:2). A confident expression
of expectation and hope, especially for one who
has put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and
are journeying towards that heavenly Jerusalem.

< “Unto thee lift | up mine eyes, O thou that
dwellest in the heavens.” (Ps 123:1). How
good, when beset by trials, difficulties and un-
certainties of life on earth, to be able to lift our
eyes and hearts to the One who is “even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us” (Rom. 8:34) in all our needs.

 “If it had not been the Lord who was on our
side...then the waters had overwhelmed us.”
(Ps. 124:2a, 4a). In ourselves we are so weak,
but with Him on our side, “we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us”, (Rom.8:
37).

% “As the mountains are round about Jerusa-
lem, so the Lord is round about his people
from henceforth even for ever.” (Ps 125:2).
What comfort to feel His presence in times of
deepest need.

* “The Lord hath done great things for us;
whereof we are glad.” (Ps 126:3). Thankful-
ness for our blessings rewards God and makes
the blessings the sweeter to us.

 “For so he giveth his beloved sleep.” (Ps
127:2c). Surrendering our burdens to the great
Burdenbearer, frees our minds and gives peace
to enjoy the rest He gives.

Needless to say, we left our refuge of the night
refreshed and with the pleasant memories you have
just read about. Be mindful of the strangers who
come into your life, they may be the Lord’s brethren,
for He said, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.” (Matt. 25:40). When Saul, upon obtaining
letters of the high priest, set out for Damascus to
once again take prisoners of those who were “any of
this way”, the Lord’s brethren, “to bring
them bound unto Jerusalem® the Lord

Himself intervened, and suddenly, “there
shiped around Saul a light from heaven:
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
T persecutest thou me? And he said, Who
art thou Lord? And the Lord said, | am
Jesus whom thou persecutest:” (See Acts 9:1-5).

When Saul became Paul, one of the Lord's
brethren, he admonished all believers, “Be not for-
getful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.” (Heb. 13:2).

Another ‘interesting fact about this ovemight
stop was that our motel stood in the environs of a
town named Hope. This has brought to mind the
One, Who in order to give us a hope for etemity,
came from heaven'’s glory to die on the cross. While
doing this, He fulfilled Ps. 69:8, which prophetically
says of Him, “/ am become a stranger unto my
brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s chil-
dren.”

Is He yet a stranger to you, or have you come
under the shelter of His shed blood and finished
work of Calvary?

Sincerely, your fellow traveler,
Leslie L. Winters

“These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them and con-
fessed that they were strangers and pilgnms on the
earth.” (Hebrews 11:13)
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