ated he them” (Gen.
of God's work
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individual to fulfill as he or she matures.

Ever wonder why you are who or what you
are? why not somebody else? This asked in a
complaining spirit can best be answered by the
verse, “Who art thou that repliest against God?
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it,
Why hast thou made me thus” (Romans 9:20)? Let
us abide contented in the place He has given us to
fill, acknowledging that He doeth all things well.

Though the roles we have before us are expe-
rienced by all, according to gender, males and fe-
males, having the knowledge of Christ as our Sav-
iour and using the Scriptures as our guide, we can
pursue our pathway with more assurance and
contentment. Let us not be surprised at the fact that
as life develops, we accumulate more than one role
to fulfill.

Unmarrieds: Singleness does not present the
necessary responsibilities, which would interfere
with following the Lord unhinderdly. Paul says, “He
that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to
the Lord, how he may please the Lord” (t Cor.
7:32). On the other hand, being unattached to a
mate does not give license to pursue a course of
unbridled pleasures. Both sexes can be challenged
by the exhortations, “Keep thyself pure” (I Tim.
5:22), and “Keep...unspotted from the world” (Jas.
1:27).

Husbands: Having taken a wife tums a man
into a family breadwinner, and, “if any provide not
for his own, specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel”
(I Tim. 5:8). In this relationship, they are told to,
“Rejoice with the wife of thy youth” (Prov. 5:17),
and to, “Love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church and gave himself for it” (Eph. 5:25).
“Giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of
life” (I Pet. 3.7).

Wives: Seeing it was not good that man
should be alone, the Lord God said, “I will make a
help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). Thus was instituted
marriage. Peter, a married man, speaking as in-
spired of the Lord, enjoined wives to, “be in subjec-
tion to your own husbands” maintaining a “chaste
conversation (behavior) with fear (reverence)” dis-
playing “a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price” (I Pet. 3:1,2,4).

Fathers: are told to, “Train up a child in the
way he should go” (Pro. 22:6), but as he does so
to, “Provoke not your children to anger, lest they be
discouraged” (Col. 3:21), “But bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Of

course in order to be able to do this, the fathers
must, “"Have known him that is from the beginning”
(1 John 2:13). “One that ruleth well his own house,
having his children in subjection with all gravity” (
Tim. 3:4).

Mothers: are “To love their children, to be dis-
crete, chaste, keepers (diligent) at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of
God be not blasphemed” (Titus 2:4c & 5).

Children: “Honour thy father and thy mother”
(Eph. 6:2), “Obey your parents in all things: for this
is well pleasing unto the Lord” (Col. 3:20). “Even a
child is known by his doings, whether his work be
pure, and whether it be right” (Prov. 20:1 1).

While it is easy to gather a list of char-
acteristics which should be displayed in our lives,
as we progress through our various rofes and
please God in doing so, putting them into practice
is much more difficult and can only be truly accom-
plished by being dependent upon the help of our
Saviour.

To guard against being used unreservedly as a
role model the apostle Paul said, “Be ye followers
of me, even as | also am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:11).

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples after
washing their feet, “I have given you an example,
that ye should do as | have done to you” (John
13:15). What a Role Mode!/ ! Speaking of His work
in this scene, Jesus could say, “The Father hath not
left me alone; for | do always those things that
please him” (John 8:29). Ample witness had been
born to this fact by the word from heaven, “This is
my beloved son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt.
3:17).

May we be careful of the example we present
to those who may be seeking to walk in our foot-
steps.

Sincerely in Christ,

Lestie L. Winzens

Take heart! A little while,
This pattern strange,
Called life, beneath His smile
And hand, shall change;
And thou shalt plainly see
How through the years,
He gilded with His love
Thy griefs and tears.
Author Unknown
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