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Question: 
 
Would someone please lay out for me the verses in Scripture which speak to the "guarded table".   
 
Thank you 
 
Your sister in Christ 
 
 

Dear sister,  

 

While some others may be gathering their thoughts and looking up scriptures to address your 

important question, I thought I would go ahead and send you this little lesson I wrote while 

contemplating the same question.  Looking up these scriptures was very helpful to me, and I 

hope they will be helpful to you as well.  I certainly can't claim that any of these thoughts originated 

with me.  They have been around since the Lord gave them to us to study and compare scripture 

with scripture. 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper and the Passover 

  
   

The purest type of the Lord’s Supper is the Passover.  Christ is, indeed, our Passover (1 Cor. 

5:7).  Let’s consider the fitness of different ones to partake of the Passover, and then see if there are 

New Testament scriptures that show how they apply to the Lord’s Supper. 

  

 The Passover was for the children of Israel 

o Exodus 12:24 - And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy 

sons for ever. 

 The Lord’s Supper is only for believers. 

o 1 Corinthians 11:23 - For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 

unto you (Corinthian believers), That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was 

betrayed took bread: 

  

 No stranger was to partake.  This could include a Gentile, a Gentile proselyte, or even a Jew 

that was not known to the company. 

o Exodus 12:43 - And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of 

the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof: 

 No stranger should partake in the Lord’s Supper.  He is unknown, so his life, his beliefs, his 

associations are unknown.  Are the standards for the Lord’s Supper lower than the standards 

for the Passover so that we invite strangers to partake? 

o 1 Timothy 5:22 - Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's 

sins: keep thyself pure. 

  

 A purchased servant, who was circumcised, could partake.  Of course, the only way to know 

if this was a purchased servant or a hired servant was to ask. 



o Exodus 12:44 - But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast 

circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. 

 One who is known to be ‘purchased’ and has put off the flesh should partake of the Lord’s 

Supper. 

o Acts 20:28 - Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he 

hath purchased with his own blood. 

o Philippians 3:3 - For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and 

rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 

  

 A foreigner (outsider) and a hired servant could not partake.  Not being bought, the hired 

servant would not be compelled to honor the words of the Lord, so he would be one not 

circumcised.  It would speak of one who is dependent on his own works, rather than the 

grace of God.  This would be in contrast to a purchased servant. 

o Exodus 12:45 - A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof. 

 The unsaved have no license to partake of the Lord’s Supper, neither those who are 

‘workers’ 

o John 9:31 - Now we know that God heareth not sinners… 

o Galatians 5:4 - Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 

justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

  

 A stranger who eventually attaches himself to the Jewish company would be allowed to 

partake, after all his servants were circumcised 

o Exodus 12:48 - And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the 

passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near 

and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised 

person shall eat thereof. 

 One who has made himself to be known as free from doctrinal or moral sin, and no longer a 

stranger, should partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

o 2 Timothy 2:22 – … follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call 

on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

  

 One who had come into contact with a dead body was considered defiled by association and 

could not partake of the Passover. 

o Numbers 9:6 - And there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a 

man, that they could not keep the passover on that day: and they came before Moses 

and before Aaron on that day: 

 The association of an otherwise Godly believer with those who dishonor the Lord by 

doctrine or lifestyle, can cause him to be considered unclean.  Are we to be so careless as to 

allow this ‘leaven’ to enter into our assemblies by carelessly allowing someone to partake of 

the Lord’s Supper when his associations cause him to be defiled…thus bringing this 

defilement into the assembly? 

o 1 Corinthians 5:6 - Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 

leaveneth the whole lump? 

o Galatians 5:9 - A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

  

  



These Scriptures make it so clear that reception to the Lord’s Supper is a serious matter and should 

not be taken lightly.  The Lord gives the assembly the responsibility to make sure those who are 

breaking bread with us are known to be living in purity before the Lord. 

  

It is heartbreaking that we cannot remember the Lord with everyone that calls upon the name of the 

Lord.  However, the church is in a state of division, ungodliness, and ruin.  Scripture calls for 

separation from those things that dishonor the Lord, and care in receiving those who desire to walk 

with us.  Our object should be to protect the honor of the Lord’s Supper, not use it as a tool to draw 

people together.   

  

2 Timothy 2:7 - Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 

 

I'm sure there are other thoughts that can be added to these few.   

 

Much Love in Christ, 

Charles Carter 
  
 

 

 

 

 

Dear sister, 

First of all, I thank the Lord for what our brother Charles already submitted. It is an excellent study 

on the parallel between the Passover and the Lord’s Supper. The principles of  “guarding the table” 

are clearly set forth in his outline. 

I am sending you an outline that I made up many years ago when we first started receiving people 

into fellowship in the Wahpeton assembly. We still go over this outline every time someone is 

received to show how precious it is to be in such a fellowship where we can answer to our Lord’s 

request, “This, do, in remembrance of Me.” This outline also shows the RESPONSIBILITY of the 

local assembly to receive or to deny fellowship; in other words, it shows the principles of a 

“guarded table.” And then it shows how the one being received is RESPONSIBLE once they are 

received into a local assembly; they are accountable to the assembly for the life they live, the 

doctrines they hold, and the associations they have. This “accountability” surely teaches us that one 

can not simply “come and go” as they wish, as is true with many “churches” that allow believers to 

break bread occasionally and to break bread wherever they wish. I trust this short outline will prove 

to confirm what has already been submitted by Charles. 

In His love, 

Denny Oberg   

  



THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

1. REQUEST (“This Do in Remembrance of Me”) 

    A. Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19, 20; 1st Corinthians 11:23-26 
  
2. RESPONSE 
  
    A. Acts 2:42, 46; 20:6, 7…Initially the disciples broke bread daily. In time it became the  
         custom to break bread every first day of the week. But we are not limited to once a week, for 
         1st Corinthians 11:26 states, “For as often as ye eat the bread, and drink the cup, ye do 
         show forth the Lord’s death till He come.” 
  
    B. 1st Peter 2:5; Hebrews 13:15, 16; John 4:23, 24…Believers are now a “holy priesthood” 
         (in contrast to Israel under the law where only the Levites were priests) and can offer 
         “spiritual sacrifices” to God the Father by Jesus Christ. We can also offer praise to the Lord 
         Jesus (see John 5:23) 
  
    C. Philippians 3:3; Hebrews 2:12…We worship in the power of the Holy Spirit, with Christ in 
         our midst leading the praises of His people. 
  
3. RECEPTION 
  
    A. The local assembly is responsible, as guardians of the Lord’s Table, to receive people into  
         fellowship (Acts 18:27; Romans 16:1, 2) or to deny fellowship to those whom Scripture 
         would exclude. There are three things which would keep a believer from being received: 
  
         1. 1st Corinthians 5:11…Immorality 
         2. 2nd John 9-11…False Doctrine 
         3. 1st Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 5:9; 2 John 11…Evil associations 
  
    B. After one is received, he/she is accountable to the assembly for their walk. If sin breaks out 
         and goes unconfessed, they are subject to the discipline of the assembly. There are various 
         forms of discipline: 
  
         1. Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15…Private rebuke 
         2. Galatians 2:11-14…Public rebuke 
         3. 2nd Thessalonians 3:6, 14…Social shunning 
         4. Matthew 18:16…Reproved by 2 or 3 
         5. Matthew 18:17; 1st Corinthians 5:7, 13…Excommunication 
  
4. REPROACH 
     A. Hebrews 13:13…We can expect persecution (see also John 15:18-21) 
  
5. REWARD 
     A. Revelation 3:11 (with vs. 8)…We will be amply rewarded 


